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San Bernardino shooting
Shooting marks first major
IS attack on U.S. soil.

Letter from President
Harris

Harris reflets on solidarity
and first semester at USD.

Fiat's new perk
Fiat-Chrysler will pay for
tuition at a for profit college.

Don't dread, look ahead
Winter Break is quickly
approaching.
ARTS/CULTURE 14-16

Our Lady of Guadalupe
A beautiful mass celebrates
La Virgen de Guadalupe.

SPORT

Ian Lituchy/The USD Vista

Duda Sanadze, USD senior, dribbles through SDSU players to lead the team to a win last weekend.

MATTHEW ROBERSON
SPORTS EDITOR

17-20

Volleyball loses to USC
in NCAA Tournament
Season comes to an end in
Los Angeles.

On paper, the University
of San Diego men's basketball
team looked to be at a staggering
disadvantage entering their annual
rivalry game against the San Diego

State University Aztecs. Coming
into Sunday's city championship,
the Toreros ranked 340 out of
351 Division I teams in points
per game, and 339th in field goal
percentage. This sort of offensive
ineptitude seemed to play right

into the hands of San Diego State,
The Aztecs had already
knocked off the California Golden
Bears, who were ranked in the Top
25 at the time of their meeting, and
boasted one of the better defenses
in the country through the season's

first month. SDSU was 12th in
the nation in defensive efficiency
and had held opposing teams to
a paltry 63.7 points per game,
placing 32nd in the nation. The

See BASKETBALL, Page
18
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While this first week of
December marked the last month
of the semester for many students,
it marked the official beginning
of President Harris' leadership.
In a swell of anticipation the
crowded seats on the floor of the
Jenny Craig Pavilion filled with
many USD community members.
As people continued to file in and
position themselves along the
rows of chairs, blue banners, and
dim lighting dressed the empty
stage at the front of the pavilion.
This past Friday, the University
of San Diego inaugurated James T.
Harris III as the university's fourth

president. Harris took office in
the August of this year, but it was
this past week that symbolized
his
official
inauguration
as
the
university's
president.
The processional began with
the familiar horns of Pomp and
Circumstance. Faculty, trustees,
flag bearers, and others walked
to the stage. The crowd rose and
the Bishop of the Diocese of San
Diego, The Most Reverend Robert
W. McElroy proceeded in front
of Alice B. Hayes, USD's second
president, Mary E. Lyons, USD's
last president, Ron L. Fowler the
chairman of the board of trustees
and then finally President Harris.

See INAUGURATION,
Page 2
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Paris terrorist attacks raise concerns across Europe.
Sophomore Kari Fiske plans
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James T. Harris III, delivered his inaugural address last
Friday before many members of the USD community.

On Nov. 14 a series of
terrorist attacks in Paris left 120
dead and 352 people injured,
according to official reports. After
the attacks, security in France and
all around Europe has heightened
and more than 160 anti-terror
police raids were conducted across
Paris. In light of these events.
University of San Diego students
who planned to travel abroad in
Europe for intersession and spring
semester questioned their safety.

to go to Florence for intersession.
Fiske expressed that she felt
safe traveling to Europe, and
did not intend on altering any
parts of her itinerary. Despite
her personal feelings, the official
itinerary for USD students was
adjusted after the incidents.
"USD cancelled our trip to
Rome and to a soccer game," Fiske
said. "1 understand why USD
would cancel these events, but if I
was going with my family I would
still do everything. I feel safe."

See ABROAD, Page 2
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Appreciate the
straggles

INAUGURATION
continued from Front Page

SARAH BREWINGTON
NEWS EDITOR

We are many things. We
are lucky, we are blessed, we are
loved. We made it to the end of the
semester. The stress of finals might
weigh us down, but at the end of
the day on Dec. 22, we are done.
We can relish in the fact that we
got through the semester, endured
the break-downs, survived the
fears of failure. We can be grateful
for the opportunity to go home,
recuperate. We can look forward
to a time of year that reminds us
that the friendships we have with
our family are unlike any other
friendships.
Whomever you pick for
your family, be they biological or
adopted, given to you or chosen
by you, it is whom you call family
that you can go home to. While the
plunders of the semester will be
behind us, we have the opportunity
to look back so that we can look
forward.
While we might look back
and realize how certain tests
crushed us, let's not take those
experiences for granted.
There are people our age,

The national anthem brought
the processional to a close, and
the ceremony began. Many
USD community members, the
Associated Student
President
to a member of the Linda Vista
Community
Development
Corporation, delivered speeches
welcoming
President
Harris
to San
Diego and
USD.
Amongst the many speeches
there was no shortage of praise
for Dr. Harris. Richard Dorman,
a part of Campus Compact, an
organization uniting Pennsylvania
campuses,
described
his
relationship with Dr. Harris.
"[Dr. Harris] is a leader who
recognizes that a truly educated
student possesses not only a
well developed mind but a well
developed heart," Dorman said.
Dorman was followed by
many other speeches praising
Harris for his leadership work at
Weidner University, where he was
president. Hugh Ellis, chair of the
University of San Diego or faculty
senate, articulated the evolution
of getting to know Harris.
"Concern
melted
into
relief, relief into enthusiasm
[...] hope has matured into
expectation,"
Ellis
said.
Ellis also mentioned how
Harris arrived at USD after many
changes, specifically the death
of Sister Sally Furay, a former
provost and professor
who
served the USD community for
many years, and Author Hughes,

Photo courtesy of Nick Kowalski

From left to right: Alice B. Hayes, Mary E. Lyons, Ron L. Fowler, and James T. Harris III,
enjoyed the videos and presentations at the inauguration.
USD's first president who passed
away earlier this semester.
After
over
10
short
speeches,
Harris
was
presented with the presidential
medallion. Harris delivered his
inaugural address. After the
introductory acknowledgements,
Harris started with a quote.
"My friends know how much
I enjoy reading biographies and that
David McCullough is a favorite
author of mine," Harris said."[...]
there is a quote he highlights
which resonates with me, since
I grew up in Ohio. When Wilbur
[Wright] was asked about what
advice he would give someone
on how to succeed in life, he
replied, 'Pick out a good father and
mother and begin life in Ohio.'"
Harris continued to add
his own twist to the quote.
"If I could amend his

with our plans, with our majors,
even our friends, whose biggest
problems were not the test they had
to pass. Their problems may have
arisen from situations outside of
their control, it could be financial
situations to illness. These people
are apart of our community too.
They are our USD family.
ABROAD continued from Europe this Intersession as well
While we may not see them
Front Page as in the Spring. However, we
we can look past ourselves to
are making adjustments to our
recognize that they are there.
calendar
of activities for some
Kira
Espiritu
PhD.,
director
A student died last summer.
programs
based on security
of
International
Studies
Abroad,
Current students are on medical
warnings
from
the US Embassy."
gave
a
statement
regarding
the
leave. Other students left because
The
US
Embassy and
safety
of
students
travelling
they do not have the funds to finish
US
State
Department
issued a
abroad
and
itinerary
changes.
the year. But for those of us who
Worldwide
Travel
Alert
on the
"The
safety
and
security
of
are still here, we are blessed, and
State
Department
website,
Nov.
our
students
is
our
top
priority
and
we are lucky. Through whatever
23.
The
alert
warns
travelers
we
are
monitoring
the
situation
hand has been dealt to you, you are
abroad with information from to use extreme caution while
still in school.
So while we can recall many entities including the US traveling anywhere in the world,
the times where we laughed so State Department, US Embassies, and it expires Feb. 24, 2016.
"There is a continuing threat
hard we cried, procrastinated on our international insurance security
analysts
and
the
USD
Department
from
unaffiliated
persons planning
studying because we were lazy, or
attacks
inspired
by
major terrorist
of
Public
Safety,"
Espiritu
said.
"To
cried because the academic rigor
date,
USD
is
planning
to
continue
organizations
but
conducted
on an
pushed our breaking points, we
individual
basis,"
the
alert
states.
with
all
scheduled
programs
in
remember that we still made it.
Author Corrie Ten Boom
once said, "Memories are the key,
not to .the past, but to the future."
We can see what we came from,
and be grateful for the fact that we
are here now. We are lucky, we are
blessed.
Our
feelings
are
still
validated, we should feel like
screaming when we have a group
project and we should enjoy
ourselves. But for this holiday
season please remember to be
grateful not just for your family,
but for the opportunities that we
have been given. And do not .forget
our USD family members who for
Photo courtesy of Darian Deimeke/Facebook
whatever reason are not given the
A
view
of
Paris
from
the
Eiffel Tower in France.
same opportunities that we have.

advice, I would add two key
elements," Harris said. "One is
to marry well, and the second
is to be fortunate enough to be
surrounded by competent people
from diverse backgrounds and
experiences,
because
what
will make you successful in
the end is being surrounded by
capable and competent people."
Harris' address centered on a
theme, the three E's of citizenship.
"I would propose that
we deconstruct citizenship and
consider preparing students as
citizens in three ways for Global
Citizenship... what
might
be
called the three E's: Preparing
them to be Enlightened Citizens,
Ecological
Citizens,
and
Engaged Citizens," Harris said.
Harris further elaborated the
three E's and explained some goals
that he hopes USD will achieve.

"As a leader in preparing
global citizens, we at USD must
be champions for these types
of experiences for all students,"
Harris said. "There probably
has never been a greater time in
our nation's history than right
now that our country has needed
more liberally educated citizens,
who have traveled abroad,
experienced
other
cultures,
and studied other languages."
Calling on the sayings of
Pope Francis, phrases from the
seal of the United States, e. plurbis
unum and personal anecdotes,
Harris delivered a message that
was designed to empower a USD
community that would be inclusive
on a local and global scale.
After the president concluded
his remarks the ceremony ended
with music, the benediction
and the exit of the processional.

Despite violence, students will go abroad
"Extremists have targeted large
sporting events, theatres, open
markets, and aviation services."
The State Department also
offers resources for travelers like
the Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program (STEP), which travelers
can enroll in to receive security
messages and make it easier
to be located in an emergency.
Espiritu echos the embassy's
warning that students are always
encouraged
to
be
vigilant
while traveling, and advised
that they also pay attention to
security warnings and local
law enforcement while abroad.
With assurance from the
study abroad office, sophomore
Hannah Talpash and her family
decided to keep her travel plans to
study in Germany for the spring.
"After the Paris attacks, my
mom was very worried about me
traveling abroad," Talpash said. "I
met with my advisor and sheassured
me that the university is doing
everything they can to make sure
that it is safe for us to leave. They
allowed me to sign up for classes
at USD, in case there is another
attack and 1 decide not to go."
Sophomores
James
Douglas and Jack Bonacci are
studying together in Florence,
Italy for the spring semester.
The friends expressed that they
believe security will be tighter

throughout Europe, so they are
not worried about their safety.
"I feel like if I had [changed
travel plans], then I would succumb
to the intimidation that terrorists
intend to spread," Douglas said.
"I'm selfishly refusing to yield
to any sort of consternation that
would get in the way of what will
be a life-changing experience."
Bonacci concurred with his
friend, echoing that he will not let
the fear of terrorism stop his travels.
"I believe that traveling
anywhere comes with danger,
and that, for safety, remaining
skeptical and cautious at all times
is a must regardless of where one
travels," Bonacci said. "I never
considered canceling my trip in
light of the attacks. If I did, the
terrorists would be winning. I
am not ignorant of the dangers
of traveling in Europe, but I do
believe that canceling the trip of
a lifetime would be conceding
to the powers of terrorism."
A
general
consensus
of students studying abroad
shows feeling of security while
planning for their travels in
Europe. The USD International
office provided students with
necessary
information
and
resources' needed
to
travel
safely. With the proper alertness,
these students will embark on a
journey of culture, food, and fun.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT:
THE NUMBERS

MINORS IN POSSESSION & IN THE PRESENCE OF ALCOHOL
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NOV. 11, 2:24 EM.
CUYAMACA HALL:
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BICYCLE COMPANY
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BETWEEN NOV. 5 & NOV. 9
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NOV. 22, 12:39 A.M.
MISSIONS A

NOV. 12, 2:05 EM.
SAN BUENAVENTURA:
THEFT OF A WALLET
FROM A RESIDENT'S
ROOM BETWEEN NOV.
9 & NOV.10

NOV. 19, 2:24 EM.
CAMINO/FOUNDERS:
COURTYARD
SILVER BICYCLE
STOLEN BETWEEN 1
P.M. & 2 EM.

NOV. 22, 3:08 A.M.
MISSIONS A

NOV. 20, 7:56 EM.
HAHN UNIVERSITY CENTER:
BLACK GIANT ESCAEE
BICYCLE & RED SCHWINN
HELMET TAKEN BETWEEN
4:30 EM. & 7:55 P.M.

INCIDENT OF VANDALISM
NOV. 25, 9:25 P.M.
MANCCHESTER VILLAGE:
A USD LANGUAGE
MATTERS POSTER WAS
WRITTEN ON WITH BLUE
MARKER
Kelly Kennedy/The USD Vista

San Bernardino shooting hits too close to home
KEVIN NELSON
MANAGING EDITOR
@knel!7

On Wednesday Dec. 2
at approximately 10:20 a.m.,
gunshots rang out in a conference
room at the Inland Regional
Center in San Bernardino, CA.
The conference room was filled
with staff members and patients of
the Regional Center for a holiday
party. The center helps those
who suffer from developmental
issues. Shortly after the gunshots
were heard witnesses reported
seeing two suspects run out
of the center and into a Black
SUV before speeding away.
For the next few hours police
Photo courtesy of Cwobeel/Wikimedia commons
searched the local area for what
The suspects' vehicle after the shootout in San Bernardino.
they believed to be three possible
In the hours to follow police going to work. Farook worked President Obama who held an
suspects who were reported as
emergency
press
conference
being heavily armed with assault confirmed that 14 victims had as a county health employee
shortly
after
the
event
occurred.
who
had
been
at
the
Inland
rifles and body armor. As law been killed during the events,
Obama
used
the
conference
to
Regional
Center
the
morning
of
enforcement tried to close down ranging from the ages of 27 to
express
his
frustration
with
events
the
shooting
before
reportedly
the scene, reports flooded in on 60, and 21 people were wounded
and others similar to it in the U.S.
the police department's tip line. including two police officers. leaving after an argument with
"We have a pattern now of
an
Inland
Regional
employee.
Senior Telemahos Korbakes
The FBI, ATF, County Sheriff's
mass
shootings in this country
FBI
officials
did
not
want
to
office, and the Department of saw the live coverage of the
that
has
no parallel anywhere
Homeland Security all sent events on TV between classes. immediately state the motivefor the
else
in
the
world," Obama said.
"I watched in horror as the attacks; however by the morning of
assistance to the site to try to
In
the
following days
aid local law enforcement. story broke and was immediately Friday, Dec. 11 officials confirmed
politicians
used
the events to
The
following
hours saddened that such horrible that they are investigating the
debate
the
platform
of gun control
were nerve-racking for San things keep happening in our attacks as an act of terror. The FBI
amongst
other
issues.
In his
Bernardino residents, and fears own country," Korbakes said. is still investigating all aspects of
most
recent
press
conference
on
that the attack was not over were "I just hope we learn from it and the attack, but they did confirm
Sunday,
Dec.
6,
President
Obama
looming. With the building still the families know the whole that both Farook and Malik had
addressed the public from the Oval
on lockdown, in fear that another country is mourning with them." contacted individuals that the FBI
After several hours, police have been, investigating for their Office. This is only the third time
suspect was still hiding inside,
President Obama has delivered
a message from an employee confirmed that there was no part in other acts of terror. Officials
a speech from inside the Oval
was delivered to her father and third shooter, but had confirmed also confirmed that Malik had used
Office, the other two times being
Facebook
to
pledge
her
allegiance
the
arrest
of
a
third
unnamed
media outlets, "Pray for us".
to address the public on the U.S.
to
the
leader
of
the
Islamic
State
suspect.
Officials
also
confirmed
At approximately 3:06 p.m.
ending combat operations in Iraq
(IS).The
FBI
is
still
investigating
if
the
identities
of
the
gunmen
as
the police scanners filled with
and during the BP oil spill, both
activity and officers swooped into Syed Farook, 28, and Tashfeen the couple had received help from
occurring in 2010, marking the
members
of
IS
to
plan
the
attacks.
a frenzy. The black SUV which Malik, 27, a married couple
action as one of great importance.
According
to
a
U.S.
non
in
Redlands, CA.
the gunmen had fled in had been residing
During his address Obama
profit
group,
Gun
Violence
Farook had met Malik on
spotted in the local area. A shootout
continued
to voice his frustrations
Archive,
this
attack
marks
the
310
followed. Two suspects opened a trip to Saudi Arabia. Farook is
over
U.S.
control laws and
verified
mass
shooting
in
the
U.S.
American born, while Malik is not.
fire on law enforcement firing
regulations.
The Bureau of
The
attack
drew
comments
approximately 78 rounds. Officials The couple had a six-month-old
Alcohol,
Tobacco,
and Firearms
from
all
potential
presidential
returned fire with approximately daughter who they had dropped
(ATF)
did
confirm
that at least
candidates,
as
well
as
from
380 rounds killing both suspects. off at a relative's house before

two of the four weapons used
in the shootings were purchased
legally. The ATF also confirmed
that officials discovered thousands
of
rounds
of
ammunition,
several more weapons, and
multiple explosive devices in
a search of Farook's house.
In Sunday's press conference
Obama stated fie believed the
U.S. could overcome the threat
of terror, however only with the
support of the Muslim community.
"If we're to succeed in
defeating terrorism, we must
enlist Muslim communities as
some of our strongest allies, rather
than push them away through
suspicion and hate," Obama said.
Obama also stated that
he had ordered the Department
of State and Department of
Homeland Security to review
visa programs, specifically the
K-l fiance
visa that allowed
Malik to join Farook in the U.S.
Between the Paris attacks,
also related to IS, and the most
recent attack in San Bernardino,
several countries have discussed
advancing their role in the fight
against the IS. The most noteable
countries include Great Britain
and Russia, who have both started
sending air support and commenced
air strikes in IS controlled regions
of the Middle East. President
Obama also stated in a press
conference on Dec. 6 that the U.S.
would be increasing their presence
in the IS controlled regions.
The devastating attacks,
not only in San Bernardino, but
elsewhere in the U.S. and around
the world have uneased the world.
However the idea that an act of
terror can hit so close to home is
something most students at USD
have not faced in their lifetime.
Most USD students are at a "loss
for words when it comes to the
attack, but moving forward it
will come from the voices of
this generation to stop the terror
that* is spreading the world.
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P-safe instates Community Liaison position
ALEXANDRA BALDWIN
CONTRIBUTOR

This past semester, Public
Safety at the University of San
Diego created a new position on
campus. Officer Milton Maples
was chosen as the first Community
Liaison Officer. Unlike other
officers, this new role focuses
on developing relationships with
different groups here on campus.
"I like being able to walk
around campus and knowing
people
by
name,"
Maples
said. "It promotes a sense
of unity here on campus."
According to Public Safety,
this new position was created
without adding any additional
funding. Public Safety developed
this new role when analyzing how
to better reach both the students
and staff. In this new role, Officer
Maples forms relationships with
all the clubs on campus and
creates a rapport at their meetings.
Sitting in on club meetings, such
as Associated Students, BSU,
and University Ministry, gives
Officer Maples the information
he needs to be well informed on
campus and in student affairs.
Public Safety states that
Officer Maples starts his day
at the Alcala West parking
structure, when
most
staff
members arrive to campus.
"The staff feels much
safer knowing there is a patrol
presence near when they arrive
in the morning," Maples said.

Photo courtesy of Alexandra Baldwin

Officer Milton Maples operates the desk outside of Tu Mercado as one of his duties as
community liason officer.
Officer Maples then moves
to the SLP around breakfast
time, and settles in at his position
at the information desk at the
bookstore for the lunch hour.
Parents on tours especially love
seeing a patrol presence so close
on campus. Officer Maples will
end his day by travelling to the
Vistas, Valley, and JCP. He checks
in with all the community directors
at each location. According to

Public Safety, the purpose of the
Community Liaison position is
to have Officer Maples easily
accessible all around campus
at different times of the day.
"My presence on campus
is even seen by the parents
accompanying their children on
tours," Maples said. "I think this
is unique to USD's campus."
Officer Maples commutes
between the locations on campus

on a bicycle. By having officers
ride their bikes around campus,
students and staff can interact
with them, and the officers can
get from point A to point B.
Maples has been at USD
for 16 years. Maples, originally
from Georgia, credits an officer
he grew up with as his inspiration
to put on the badge everyday.
"He was like a father figure,"
Maples said."He was uplifting, yet

also made us respect the uniform."
Officer Maples has his
own personal goals for his new
role here on campus. He hopes
to create a network with the
Immaculata, as well as local
churches to help the nearby
homeless population. According to
Officer Maples, the local homeless
sometimes walk onto campus. He
desires to establish an outreach
program for them and provide
them with food and shelter.
Officer
Maples
credits
his great people skills to his
success as a Public Safety
officer. His spirited and highly
approachable personality makes
this an ideal role for him.
"I feel with my people skills
I can reach all the different ethnic
roles hereon campusMaples said.
According to Public Safety,
a primary goal for this upcoming
year is to register all the bikes
on campus. The numerous bike
thefts per year has Public Safety
on high alert. Currently, all bikes
are unregistered, with no way
of knowing the owners of the
missing bikes. Officer Maples
hopes to register bikes with serial
numbers and photos on file.
"In the early morning, I often
see people with a bike that just
doesn't fit them," Maples said. "I
find it suspicious and will often
stop them and ask about the bike."
With
high
hopes
for
its pilot year, Public Safety
may look to add an additional
officer in the upcoming months.

ISO dinner brings cultures together for the holidays
ALEXANDRA BALDWIN
CONTRIBUTOR

Students
from
many
countries travel to San Diego to
attend college at the University of
San Diego. This cultural transition
can be very challenging for some
students. The International Student
Organization (ISO) attempts to
be a sort of safe haven for pur
international students on campus.

ISO hosts many events
celebrating the different cultures
represented on campus.
One
example is the Holiday Dinner
and Dance, held in the UC
Forums. This event celebrates
the numerous ways different
cultures celebrate the holidays.
According
to
Khaled
Alaskar, senior at USD, who
was in charge of the event,
ISO creates this event almost

Beginner Piano
Lessons
Claire C

Bankers Hill

two months before it happens.
"I'm always excited to learn
about the different holidays from
around the world," Alaskar said.
"This year we were able to promote
it on monitors at the entrance of
campus and on the TVs in the SLP."
Senior Krista Pinyan. is
not an international student
nut felt welcome at the event.
"As an American, it was
so fun learning about how
other cultures celebrate the
holiday season, I has so much
fun and celebrated the holiday
season with my friends from all
around the world," Pinyan said.
This annual holiday event
focuses on the cultural exchange
among international and domestic
students. Attendees ranged from
San Diego natives to students from
completely different continents.
Senior
Christina
Marie
also attended this year's event.
Marie explained that she enjoys
the ISO
social
experience.
"I loved this event because
1 was able to interact with new
students, I saw a lot of my friends
when I first arrived and it was
nice to eat a buffet and dance at
the end of the night," Marie said.
Authentic
food
from
different international restaurants
in San Diego was served. Students
had the opportunity to feast on
traditional means from numerous
different cultures.
This year
The Kebab Shop, Tandori Hut,
Super Cocina, Island Splice, and
Szechuan Chef catered the event.
Senior Lauren Gutierrez
enjoyed this diverse displ ay of food.

Photo courtesy of Alexandra Baldwin

Students participated in the ISO dinner in late November.
"I really loved the kabobs,"
Gutierrez said. "My favorite
part was getting to meet new
people from around the world,
and the dancing was really fun."
Following the international
feast, students closed the night
out with a DJ, playing primarily
international hits. Alaskar also
created a video montage of
both domestic and international
students talking about their favorite
holidays in their home country.
Senior Fira Sofa stated
the video was one of her
favorite aspects of the night.
"My favorite part of the night
was probably the dancing, picture
taking, and video," Shofa said.
According to ISO, this
annual celebration gets more
popular each and every year.

They say they love introducing
people to different cultures.
Junior Mrudal Tasgaonkar
enjoyed spending a Friday
night
with
her
classmates.
"I loved spending a great
Friday night with my friends and
meeting such a diverse group of
people as well," Tasgaonkar said.
Students spent the night
taking and sharing photos from the
event on social media. Senior Ikyot
Kaur commented that taking photos
was a highlight of the night for her.
"At the end of the night we
all got to get a group photo at the
entrance, which is always good for
nostalgia and memories," Kaur said.
ISO's Holiday Dinner and
Dance offered USD students
the chance to learn about the
many cultures here on campus.
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OPINION

There's good in
goodbye
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GIANNA CARAVETTA
OPINION EDITOR

"Love is the answer at
least for most of the questions
in my heart, like, 'Why are we
here?' and 'Where do we go?'
and 'How come it's so hard?"'
Jack Johnson's lyrics strike a
chord in my heart: love is always
the answer. There is so much power
evident in the words we speak, the
emotions we feel, and the questions
we ponder. What is teeming at the
edges of these beautiful facets of life
is an awe of the world around us,
an appreciation that we are blessed
to be a part of life as it is lived.
Yet, as Johnson says, life is
always better when we're together.
As humans, we desire quality
communion and connection, for, as
Scripture reminds us, it is not good
for us to be alone. People may come
and go, plans may change, and we
might desire to cultivate peace in our
hearts while by ourselves. At the end
of the day, we say goodbye and a kind
thank you to those in our lives that
have blessed our lives for a season.
Love is the answer in the grief,
pain, hurt, or sorrow. Love is my
driving force, the one passion that
allows me to live purposefully and
intehdonally in communion with iny
fellow humans. Love is what gets us
through the day, from the hellos to
the goodbyes to the in betweens.
As the semester ends, I
say goodbye to my dear friends,
graduating seniors, and my stint as
opinion editor, as I will be studying
abroad in Florence, Italy, in spring.
I never imagined life to move as
quickly as it has this semester, and
1 don't know if I like it quite yet. I
know I have to say goodbye for some
time, but I don't quite know how to.
There's so much goodness in
saying goodbye. Whereas others
might seem to dwell on the awful
saying goodbye part, let's draw our
attention to the beauty of it all. We
have the wondrous blessing of living
in harmony with one another, and
the time we spend together draws us
closer to love. This is what matters:
we have the opportunity, in the small
sliver of time we are allotted here
on this earth, to love one another.
Love makes saying goodbye
exceptionally difficult. We can't
bear parting with our loved one,
the one we've loved fearlessly
and authentically for some time.
Instead, we can be grateful for the
opportunity to love and have been
loved, and that is where the goodness
is. Let's say our goodbyes and share
in the moment of sweet sorrow,
but let's also remember goodbye
doesn't have to mean forever.
As we say goodbye to those
we love and care about, let us
remember the special place they
have in our hearts and hold them
there ever so tightly. No matter
what, love is the life force that
sustains us. No matter what, life
is better when we're together.
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Letter from President Harris
USD president reflects on solidarity in light of his inauguration

As I reflect on my first
semester, I wish to thank you,
our students, for extending such a
warm welcome to my family and
me. Your kindness and generosity
has
been
overwhelming.
Being
welcomed
and
appreciated is a hallmark of the
University of San Diego and its
Catholic character. Beyond the
culture of care I have experienced
firsthand, I am inspired by the
resiliency and drive of our
students. You fully embrace the
rigorous academic requirements
that are part of your college
experience, and in spite of those
demands,
demonstrate
your
leadership as engaged citizens
by applying your knowledge in
communities across the globe.
Last week's inauguration
events provided an opportunity
to celebrate USD's remarkable
history. Engaged students are at
the center of that history. I am
heartened by the eagerness you
have demonstrated throughout the
semester to engage on issues of
common interest and concern —
social justice, peace, and respect
for all individuals, which are all
consistent with USD's Catholic
identity and mission. During
these conversations, especially

be thoughtfully discussed and
considered, enabling ongoing
dialogue and discovery; a place
where activism, framed in the
context of trust, respect, and
civil discourse, can provide
opportunities for understanding
and reflecting on many different
perspectives beyond our own.
At a Catholic university, such
as ours, these conversations
emanate from a place of love
and establish a basis for action
and change — some of which
can occur immediately, and some
over a longer period of time.
Yet, as we know, change
starts from within, and a
commitment to change begins
with an examination of one's own
conscience. It requires a pause,
an introspection, a reflection of
one's gifts as well as our own
shortcomings and weaknesses.
If channeled correctly, that
reflection turns into a firm resolve,
a metamorphosis, a willingness to
improve oneself before effectively
engaging with others. Just as we
are called to reflect as individuals,
our entire university community
is called to do the same.
This process of change
continues with listening and
engaging each other. As someone

Photo courtesy of Twitter/@usdpres

USD students join President Harris and Diego Torero for
an afternoon of donuts and community.

since they are perfectly suited stronger for the benefit of you,
for
the
strategic
planning the students, by reinforcing the
process that has just begun, they relationships all of us have with
will be taken up there. Those one another and the university.
It requires us to be open,
recommendations, coupled with
other student input, generated principled, and respectful of
several reoccurring themes that different opinions. Solutions will
shall be addressed. Those themes be identified and implemented —
include, but are not limited to the not to check a box, but to create
'This process of change continues with listening following: increasing access to systemic change that endures.
financial aid, improving facilities, The strategic planning processes
and engaging each other."
improving
campus
climate, at the previous institutions where
enhancing our stewardship of I served as president successfully
similar
recurring
new to the campus, I have been the environment, and increasing addressed
those regarding the national
themes
as
those
at
USD
and
dialogue centered on equity and doing a lot of that lately. Over the diversity across the university.
generated
the
kind
of
positive
The
strategic
planning
past few months, I have engaged
inclusion, I have found myself
change over time that we can
reflecting on the deeper meaning in hundreds of meetings with process is designed to engage
expect here in San Diego — not
of one of the Catholic Social students, faculty, staff, alumni, the university community in the
only for our campus but for our
Teaching themes — solidarity. parents, trustees, community process of determining areas of
surrounding neighborhoods. It
Pope Francis has declared a leaders, and elected officials. opportunity and improvement
Jubilee Year of Mercy beginning During those meetings, nearly
earlier this week, encouraging everyone shared their pride in the
"I am convinced, with your support and
a global response of solidarity university's progress, and some
as the world struggles for expressed great optimism and a participation in this inclusive and collaborative
peace and harmony. A call for sense that anything is possible planning process, we can stand in solidarity and
solidarity requires us to commit at USD. There are others who
ourselves to the good of all spoke of their frustration around envision a brighter future for USD that is a model
while respecting the dignity of the lack of progress in certain
for all Catholic institutions."
each individual. It requires us to areas and a need for change.
move outside of our own comfort There is unanimity, however,
has been my experience that
zone and demonstrate empathy for the university to address our for USD over the next decade.
sustainable change does not
as we seek to understand the challenges strategically with This process will be completed
come
quickly and requires
by
early
next
fall.
The
committee
world around us through the confidence and clarity of purpose.
discipline
and making difficult
that
has
been
established
to
help
You may be aware that
multiple lenses, life experiences,
decisions
in
order to succeed.
direct
the
strategic
planning
environments, and struggles that some students recently shared
This
is
a Changemaker
process
is
made
up
of
a
diverse
shape one's opinions and views. with the campus community a
campus.
Our
students
and faculty
group
of
USD
stakeholders,
and
it
This is at the heart of what series of recommendations for
on
remarkable
is their responsibility to make sure collaborate
that people are able to express innovations that create positive,
change for local
"The time is now to come together to share ideas, their ideas. The committee plans sustainable
to reach out to students directly communities and communities
create a vision, and realize our ambitions to make and invite you to share your around the world. We have
USD even stronger for the benefit of you, the vision for the future of USD. a pretty good track record of
It is critically important that working successfully together.
students, by reinforcing the relationships all of us you engage the process, and I I am convinced, with your
have with one another and the university."
urge everyone to take advantage support and participation in
of opportunities to participate in this inclusive and collaborative
these conversations. The time is planning process, we can stand in
solidarity and envision a brighter
a university should provide for change. Many in the campus now to come together to share
future for USD that is a model
students — environments where community are reflecting on ideas, create a vision, and realize
for all Catholic institutions.
complex and sensitive issues can
those recommendations, and our ambitions to make USD even
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Letter to the editor: Allison Agre

Dear USD, language matters
Allison Agre is a senior at
the University of San Diego. In her
letter to the editor, Agre responds
to the controversy behind the
Language Matters campaign.
Dear USD,
My name is Allison Agre; I
am a senior at this school, and I
was involved in the creation of the
Language Matters poster series
that has been a topic of heated
conversation over the last month.
My face is proudly displayed on
the "I don't say fag" poster. As
you are probably aware, there
has been a variety of responses to
these posters — both positive and
negative. First of all, I am glad that
we are talking about it. I am glad
that the controversy has sparked
dialogue. I encourage everyone
to keep talking and to keep
questioning. We should always
be challenging the things that we
are told instead of just blindly
accepting them. With that being
said, there are just a few things
that I want to get off my chest.
To begin, as a white, straight
woman from a middle-class
background, I know that I have
had a lot of privilege in my life.
Many other Americans, including
people at USD, have not

engage in discussions surrounding
privilege and social justice, and
I am so glad that my education
and experiences have enabled
me to talk about these issues.
Our society is full of inequities
and their constant persistence,
so, although the majority of my
identities are privileged, I want
to be able to empathize with and
stand in solidarity with people
who have experienced oppression
in ways that I never will.
I apologize if you felt
attacked by these posters. That
was not the intention. The
intention was to make us all
aware of the meanings that our
words may carry. The students,
faculty, and staff on these posters
chose their statements because of
issues that are important to them

I do not want to take that freedom
away from you. But, guess what?
I also have the freedom to voice
how I feel about words and
phrases that I believe perpetuate
a certain ideology that I do not
support, and 1 will continue to
exercise my freedom to do this.
I know that there is general
agreement that some of the words
and phrases from the posters
are harmful — such as "bitch,"
"tard," and "fag." 1 am happy
that we agree that these words
hurt certain communities and
identities. A while back, words
such as these were commonplace;
however, the dialogue around
them has since changed, and
now we better understand the
connotations that they carry. I
want to encourage everyone to

"Language does matter. Language forms identities,
creates reality, preserves injustices, and disperses
power. [...] Our words and how we use them are
important."
and messages that they wanted to
share with our campus community.
If you do not think of some of
these words as being offensive,
then I urge you to think about
the privilege you hold that allows

think about other words, even
ones not on the posters, and
identify the connotations that they
carry. How do some words bring
certain groups of people down?
I would like to discuss

One of the most controversial
phrases was "you guys." Now, do
1 think that people who say "you
guys" are horrible people? No. Do
I even get personally offended,
as a woman, when people say

in light of conditions, such as
depression and anxiety. These
are conditions that are not easily
"gotten over," but the rhetoric
often surrounding them suggests
that they are not legitimate. And

"As a united community, I hope we can stick up for,
support, accept, seek to understand, and love one
another."
"you guys"? No, I do not. And
do I believe that this is the most
pressing issue in the world? No.
However, do I think that saying
"you guys," and the fact that it
is so widespread and not even
perceived as an issue, preserves
an ideology that gives men more
power than women? Yes, I do.
Now, let me talk about
"normal." This is a word that I
believe is fine to say in many
different contexts. What I do not
think is fine is the pressure we
place on people to homogenize
and to be "normal." The idea
around normality can take away
from people's unique identities,
and sets up expectations that
are
unrealistic.
Normality
causes a fear of difference and
of celebrating our diversity.
Furthermore, the phrase "get

if a person just tries harder to
"get over" them, then they will.
I wish I could write about
more of these statements, but my
letter is probably long enough.
Please continue to engage in
dialogue — I am happy to be a
part of that dialogue with you.
As a united community,
I hope we can stick up for,
support,
accept,
seek
to
understand, and love one another.
Language does
matter.
Language
forms
identities,
creates
reality,
preserves
injustices, and disperses power.
It is the base for building
communities and gives us the
capacity to think about our world
in a certain way. Our words and
how we use them are important.

experienced all of the privilege

you to not be offended or hurt.

my

few

over it" was not understood in the

With love,

that I have. Throughout my time
in college, I have been able to

Yes,you have thefreedom to
say the words that you want to say.

of the words and phrases that
seemed to be more controversial.

way it was meant to be. I believe
that it was meant to be understood

Allison Agre

of USD students, faculty, and
staff next to phrases the persons
found offensive followed by
an explanation of why those
words are inappropriate. These
efforts across campus are valiant
attempts to encourage students
to use inclusive language, yet
some of them still offend me.
Yes, parts of the Language
Matters campaign offend me. If
I were a more adamant language
vigilante, this op-ed would focus
on what could be done to repair
the great injustice that has been
committed against me. Perhaps I
would demand an apology, tear
the offensive posters down, or sew
a large red "O" to my clothes so
that I may bear my martyrdom in a
manner similar to Hester Prynne.
On the contrary, the point of
this article is to explain why I'm
offended by certain posters and to
stop there. I will respect the right

of the UFMC to define what it
believes to be offensive language
and why, but I by no means have to
agree with the posters or the intent
behind them. Let me explain.
One of the posters displayed
on campus that I call into
question shines a light on how
we view our race and ethnicity.
"We don't say what are
you? because we are more than
our skin color and a nation of
immigrants," a poster said.
There
are
definitely
appropriate ways to ask what a
person's ethnicity is. Perhaps
bluntly
asking
"what
are
you?" isn't the most sensitive,
however, other wording is
equally, if not more offensive.
Last December, as I studied
in the UFMC with a friend, an
unfamiliar woman my age walked
into the room, made eye contact
with me, and made a beeline to my
table. As I looked up, she blurted
out a question that unnerved me.
"What's
your
mix?"
the
woman
said.
Am I a dog? Some kind of
cross-cultural mutt? Oh yes, half
German Shepard, half beagle, if
you must know. To be clear, I'm
half-Mexican and half-Irish with
tan skin and a name that's about as
Irish as it gets. I'm proud of that.
That
phrasing
aside.

own

opinions

on

a

Language matters, yet I'm still offended

KELLY KENNEDY
ASST. ART DIRECTOR

@ktaykennedy

Earlier this semester, a slew
of new signage popped up across
campus with charged words
and stern-faced photographs.
The Language Matters
campaign is the brainchild of
the University of San Diego's
United
Front
Multicultural
Center (UFMC). According to
the UFMC website, Language
Matters was created to raise
awareness about the importance
of using inclusive language.
Trends toward political
correctness have been spreading
across
college
campuses
nationwide. The UFMC echoes
these calls for more inclusive
language with its campuswide
poster campaign. These Language
Matters posters featured photos

See LANGUAGE, Page 7

United Front Multicultural Center
Yesterday at 2:30pm • #

Today is #LangtiageMatters Monday! We are a nation of immigrants.
#ThinkBeforeYouSpeak.

I don't say
fresh off tie boat/FOB

because it implies that people
who are immigrants are
lesser in American culture.
Vy Nguyen,international Business Major
I mjtt&AMwpiqmffltm

We don't say what are you? because we are more
than our skin color and a nation of immigrants.
XiaoyeYang, Class of 2017
Ryan Samson, Class of 2017
Cyro Kamogawa, Class of 2017

Photo courtesy of Facebook/United Front Multicultural Center

Language Matters posters hung around campus, that
feature faces of the USD community, blatantly contradict
one another.
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Social media's shadow
USD students reflect on social media usage in light of violence around the world

LAURA TRESSEL
COPY EDITOR

Q

The world doesn't revolve
around our own trivial problems,
nor the pot-stirring celebrity
tweets and political remarks.
Sometimes it's okay to let real
emotion take over and feel
sadness and sympathy for the
deaths of innocent people.
I posted these sentiments
on my Facebook wall after being
overwhelmed by the events that
occurred a couple of weeks ago
in Beirut, Lebanon, and Paris,
France. What hit the hardest
that Saturday, as I sat on the
couch scrolling through the
endless articles on my computer,
was not that these attacks had
happened. No, it was the outpour
of uninformed opinions, political
agendas,
and
calls-to-action
that struck me dumbfounded.
In just a few hours, the
internet had been taken over by
people, including many of my
peers at the University of San
Diego, who had so much to say
about what should have been done
to stop the attacks, what laws the
U.S. should be passing to prevent
our own bloody future, and which
religious groups were to be held
in complete responsibility for the
terror. Very few articles or social
media posts simply and purely
expressed heartfelt sentiments
for the lives that were lost. All
the attention was on retaliation.
We live in a technologydriven society, one that makes
it easy to disconnect ourselves
from the non-virtual world. The
amount of information that is

j^j Add Photos/Video

Update Status

•

E Create Photo Album

What's on your mind?

I RELEVANT #WorldPeace! #Activism

I FILTER
1

Til keep the filter up for two weeks,
then take this down.*
|| Friends •

Nora Brewington/The USD Vista
readily available and constantly
updated may make it too easy
to form quick judgments and
brash
decisions.
Politicians
such as Donald Trump took
to
their
Twitter
accounts
shortly after news of Paris was
released, offering prayers and
thoughts alongside their own
campaign boosting
remarks.
"They laughed at me when I
said to bomb the ISIS controlled
oil fields," Trump's tweet said.
"Now they are not laughing and
doing what I said. #Trump2016."
Two hours later, Trump
posted another tweet that echoed
the familiar sentiments of other
campaign leaders, celebrities,
and
concerned
citizens.
"My prayers are with the
victims and hostages in the horrible
Paris attacks," Trump's tweet
said. "May God be with you all."
Sure, it doesn't hurt to
send thoughts and prayers out

to the victims and loved ones
off the attacks. But does it help?
How do any comments posted
through social media help the
people who are directly affected
by the bombings, shootings,
refugee crisis, and natural
disasters that are plaguing our
world? The reality is sad, but
true: they don't. Unless our
comments lead us to action, then
our prayers are just words and
our thoughts are simply empty.
While some comments and
posts simply offer condolences
to victims, others stir up more
trouble in the wake of already
precarious situations. The general
public gets their information from
the news and from social media,
and they take their stances based
on these sources without a second
thought. However, while they are
busy getting riled up about gun
laws and border control, they
aren't doing anything productive

to aid in or against these efforts.
Senior
Laurel
Gardner
said that she believes that
social media is a tool people
use to make themselves feel
good about their contribution.
"They think they're helping,
but they're not really doing
anything to help the situation,"
Gardner said. "They're just
spreading
propaganda.
It's
like being involved with the
lowest level of involvement."
If people care enough about
something, they should work
towards making that change.
Typing a few angry words out
on a computer doesn't make
a change, but volunteering or
donating might. And, if that
seems like an extreme measure
to take, maybe they should not
be expressing their opinions so
veraciously in the first
place.
People change their profile
pictures for a week to include a

Paris flag filter. They complain
about the state of the world on
Facebook and attack opposing
opinions on Twitter. Then, a
couple weeks later, they slowly
forget about it. The feelings
of devastation, overwhelming
sadness, anger, and hope which
were propagated by social media
fade away as newsfeeds instead
fill up with holiday recipes
and funny cat videos again.
The influence that social
media has on people, especially
college students, is dangerous
as our lives move and follow
the social scripts set for us
on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter. In this sense, natural
disasters and terrorist attacks
have become trends. These trends
take the world by storm, then
fade away, leaving us behind a
screen, waiting with our fingers
hovering above the keyboard for
the next one to blow through.

The disparity in our social justice language
Student highlights the inherent contradictions in Language Matters
LANGUAGE continued
from Page 6
America's identity as a nation of
immigrants is fundamental to the
development of multiculturalism
that we see today. Over the
course of several hundred years,
immigrants of black, white,
brown, and countless other skin
tones have struggled to make
something of themselves. While
not all have been able to do so,
many have bettered their lives
and contributed to the growing
and changing fabric of American
culture, my own family included.
Yes,
my
appearance
makes my racial background
ambiguous. Yes, it's okay to
ask about it in a friendly way,
especially because it gives me
a chance to share my cultural
heritage. In fact, the UFMC s
slogan is "Embracing Identities.
Empowering
Communities."
I don't see anything wrong
with embracing your race and

answering the questions that few more times. Slut is used as
people may have about it. a derogatory term for women
Another one of the signs who sleep around or have been
posted on campus that concerns around the block, if you catch
me actually contradicts the my drift. By characterizing this
one that I just discussed. term as shaming women for
"We don't say I don't see being sexually equal to men,
color because it undermines the poster assumes that all men
the
lived
experiences and are promiscuous, which only
visibility
of
minoritized reinforces the incorrect stereotype
groups,"
the
poster
said. that all men are sex mongers.
This offends me because I
So people should not ask
about your racial identity, but they know that that's absolutely not
also can't ignore it? And don't get the case. My male friends aren't
me started on the word minoritized. constantly trying to hook up
Yet
another
poster with other people, unable to hold
on
campus frustrated
me. back their surging testosterone
and
plummeting
"I don't say slut because levels
it is used to shame women self control that this poster
for
being
sexually
equal assumes they are controlled by.
Women displaying the same
to men," the poster said.
behavior
aren't any less culpable
This explanation of the word
for
their
actions than men. The
slut would offend me 10 times
assumption
of men that this poster
more if I were a man. At first, I
purveys
reduces
them to mere
agreed with this one; 1 support
genitalia,
and
that
is incredibly
women's sexual liberation or
non-inclusive.
Perhaps
changing
whatever you'd like to call it.
the
poster
to
say
"I
don't
say slut
Then, I read the explanation a

because it is used to shame women
for their sexual activity" would
havebeena more preci se definition.
Posters that featured terms
like welfare queen and food
stamp baby confused most, if
not all of my friends who had
never heard of such terms. What
about other offensive words? I've
been called a spic, yet there's
not a poster on campus telling
people that that's offensive.
In short, language does
matter, especially in an age when
college students are prone to being
offended by almost anything for
almost any reason. There is some
merit to the Language Matters
campaign at USD. At the same
time, I can't help but desire
a more thoughtful execution.
Maybe it's not about
inclusive
versus
exclusive,
especially because picking a side
sounds pretty darn exclusive to
me. Instead, maybe it's about a
generation that is learning a lesson
in respect and self-sufficiency.

Perhaps instead of posters
regulating acceptable speech, we
could have more basic respect
for one another. This means
respect for people's cultural
identity, opinions, especially
if they clash with our own,
and First Amendment right to
express themselves, whether
an organization deems this
expression to be acceptable or not.
In an email responding to
campuswide discussion about
offensive
costumes
during
Halloween,
Yale
professor
Erika
Christakis
questioned
university administration's role
in controlling costumes and
student
dialogue.
Christakis
summed this obsession with
political correctness perfectly.
"Have we lost faith in
young people's capacity - in
your capacity - to exercise selfcensure, through social norming,
and also in your capacity to
ignore or reject things that
trouble you?" Christakis said.
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Google's Smart Reply
Gmail's new feature allows for automatic email responses

HENLEY DOHERTY
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@ratphlaurhen

DIEGO LUNA
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Black Friday is an annual
delight for brick-and-mortar
retailers in the hopes of giving their
bottom lines a boost in the year's
final weeks. Notice that I didn't
say Black Friday lasts only one
day, because nowadays it doesn't.
Black Friday sales used
to begin early Friday mornings
following Thanksgiving day.
However, retailers have begun
preparing their troops for the
armies that have preparing to
stampede into the stores after an
extravagant Thanksgiving feast.
The only reason I would
go to such events would be to
walk off the excess amount of
calories and carbohydrates 1 just
ate; other than that, I wouldn't go.
I don't feel like seeing people
being people,storming into stores,
causing traffic jams, and being

terrible to one another in an effort
not to miss the so-called deals.
Actually, the best best deals
on BlackFriday are the electronics.
People go to the extremes to camp
outside retailers such as Best Buy,
Target, and Wal-Mart. The bad
thing is there are only a certain
number of deals that everyone
would like to take advantage of.
It seems as if every store
in every industry is trying to
get their fair share of the pie.
Everyone has deals nowadays: car
dealerships, real estate brokers,
donut shops, and even a company
that makes seven feet snowmen.
The
preparation
for
these days has become more
elaborate and extensive for
the employees
that
work
during these dreadful events.
Stores now prepare weeks
and even months in advance.
Sales forecasting either falls short
or results in excess inventory.
I wouldn't be surprised if
some stores begin preparing
for Black Friday a whole year
in advance. There are people
might begin parking their RV's
outside the doors of retailers.
Now there's a day for
everything,
Black
Friday,
Small Business Saturday, and
Cyber Monday. Whats next?
Oh, we need to invent another
shopping
holiday
Tuesday.
Black Friday is not the only
shopping holiday but it is definitely
one of the most profitable.
I'm still receiving emails
from different stores asking me
if I'm 100 percent sure 1 don't
want to take advantage of their
deals. I guess the first eight
emails weren't enough reminders.

If you get tired of typing
out responses to the many
emails you receive each day
from professors, bosses, and
others, fear not: Google has
developed a new automatic
reply service that will make
responding to emails a cinch.
According
to
Wired,
Google has released a new form
of artificial intelligence (AI)
that can be used specifically
for Gmail, called Smart Reply.
With this new service, the
AI will allow the user to choose
from
various
pre-generated
responses to an email, creating
a speedy way to let the user
to respond promptly and onthe-go, using the Gmail app
on their smartphone or tablet.
The
AI
works
by
interpreting the content of the
user's email and formulating
three unique and potentially
suitable responses. If you don't
want to use one of the suggested
responses, however, you have

able to work much like a
human brain by analyzing the
nature and tone of people's
conversations through Gmail.
According to The New

every email they are replying to.
This may be a helpful
tool
for
busy
students,
especially considering that all
students' USD email accounts

"Google now allows us to cut ... time by
predetermining what we nee dto say so
that we can more efficiently multitask."
-Rachel
Maltz
Yorker, Smart Reply wasn't
overly useful in its initial testing
phases. For example, Smart
Reply's AI would recommend
replies to emails that sounded too
blunt or even too emotional, even
suggesting responses such as "I
love you" when such as response
would not be appropriate
in the email conversation.
Over time the developers
of Smart Reply at Googlr have
learned to dial back any overly
strong or emotional language
that the AI may suggest,
instead encouraging the service
to suggest more neutral and

are

setup through Gmail.
Sophomore Rachel Maltz
appreciates how this new feature
will be able to help her send
emails in a short amount of time.

"We are so used to speaking in terms of text
that, when we need to respond to an email,
we struggle to come up with the right words."
-David Farrell
"I think that it will be
more time efficient to respond
to classmates and professors
because as college students we
have such busy lives," Maltz
said. "Google now allows us to

"I think that people will being to just trust
Google to make the right response for them."
-David Farrell

the option to edit them so that

professional

responses for the

you at least don't have to type
up a completely new response.
Google's Smart Reply
feature is designed to be

cut that time by predetermining

User to be able to choose from.

what we need to say so that we
can more efficiently multitask."
Senior
David
Farrell
understands how Smart Reply

The AI is now programmed
to suggest three distinct responses
for the user to choose from with

can be helpful to students
with
providing
suggestions
for how to respond to emails.
"I think there is a fear of
what to say to teachers or other
students for a lot of people in our
generation," Farrell said. "We
are so used to speaking in terms
of text that, when we need to
respond to an email, we struggle
to come up with the right words."
Farrell also sees the
usefulness that Gmail's new
feature will have in allowing
users to remain organized.
"I also think that it may help

some people skim through emails
a little more easily," Farrell said.
"I think that people will begin
to just trust Google to make
the right response for them."
Smart Reply is best
used
for
sending
quick,
straight-forward
responses.
This feature is particularly
helpful when you're travelling
or on-the-go, and don't have
the time to type out a full
response. For now, Smart Reply
gives you the option to reply
to an email with a single tap
of your smartphone screen.

Business apps of the week

Photo Courtesy of Andreas Nilsson /Fllckr Creative Commons

Photo Courtesy of Jim Pennucci/Flickr Creative Commons

Attention tie users! Tiesight is a new phone
application that allows the user to use the
front
camera of their device to help you tie
your tie. With Tiesight you can see your
reflection to help guide the perfect tie knot.
All you have to do is to bring yourself into
the right position and follow the instructions.
Tiesight is a free application that is available
through the Google Play Store and the Apple
Store. Tiesight includes seven different knot
types, so there are no more excuses for a
poorly made tie knot, this holiday season.

Stuck in a jam? Try SpotHero. This is a new
smartphone application that allows the user to
easily find parking and reserve a parking spot
in structures that allow reservations. Parking
can be a hassle, especially in downtown San
Diego and Hill crest, but this app gives you
the ability to have guarenteed parking. The
app also offers various discounts and deals
on paid parking. Tou can book a spot for a
short amount of time of long-term, such as if
you want a regular and guaranteed spot in a
paid parking garage near your workplace.

Fiat's new perk: free college tuition
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Fiat-Crysler of America will pay for your bachelors and masters degree

Marriott currently offers a program
that reimburses the amount of money
you spend on books, school supplies,
and even tuition for classes that are
"Even if an employer doesn't offer
full tuition costs, I still think many students
would and should take advantage if the help
was available," Moore said. "Companies
would consider us assets the more
educated we enter into the workforce."
Fiat Chrysler is not the only
company that offers higher education
programs. Other employers such as

DIEGO LUNA
BUSINESS EDITOR

@diegotothemoon
Italian-American
automobile
manufacturer
Fiat
Chrysler
Automobiles (FCA) is offering free
tuition at a for-profit college to about
700,000
U.S.
dealer
employees.
Fiat
Chrysler
Automobiles
is
currently the seventh largest automaker
in the world. Their new Degrees@Work
program was put in place in an effort to
keep talented personnel working for FCA.
FCA has partnered with Strayer
University, a Virginia based college that
has over 80 campuses in 24 U.S. states.
Several students at the University
of San Diego agree that these types of
programs are great to incentivize students
and reward their respective employers.
Others
say
that
programs
such
as
Degrees @ Work
are
only used to lure in employees.
Fiat Chrysler's program deals
has considered some sizeable risks.
FCA employees could take the classes
and move to a different dealer or
possibly leave the industry altogether.
The
companies
that
offer
reimbursement for education require
a high GPA in order to receive the
full benefit. This means that student's
respective employer
would monitor
each
student's
academic
standing.
Many
student
groups
on
campus require
that their members
have good academic standing, the
,.S,3me ..goes,., ..for .these
companies.
However, some students believe

Photo Courtesy of FCA CorporatePhotostream/Flickr Creative Commons

Employees at Chrysler Group LLC's Toluca (Mexico) Assembly Plant.
there are discrepancies and loopholes.
First
year
student
Joshua
Bennett agrees that some people
could easily override the system.
"Free tuition is almost a nobrainer," Bennett said. "It's a good deal
for students, but I wonder if Fiat would
be able to prevent its student employees
from leaving once they graduate
from the school that Fiat paid for."
Strayer
University's
fouryear bachelor program is valued at
$58,000.
Student-employees
from
FCA would be able to choose the
Strayer campus that is nearest to them.
Fiat Chrysler's head of dealer
development, A1 Gardner, claims that
the Degrees@Work program would give
more people access to higher education
thus increasing their human capital.
At this time, Fiat Chrysler has
not disclosed the estimated costs
associated with their free tuition program.
In addition to baccalaureate degrees
from Strayer University, Fiat Chrysler

will also handle the bill for graduate
students. That's right, FCA will also
cover tuition costs for a master's degree.
Many
students
may
be
wondering if there's a catch to
this
seemingly
credible
program.
In order to take advantage of the
Degrees @ Work
program one
must
be a student wanting to work for Fiat
Chrysler. However, a major portion of
the curriculum will be catered to needs
and expectations of Fiat Chrysler. This
means that said curriculum would include
courses including marketing, consumer
behavior, and information technology.
If you are a student aspiring to be
neurosurgeon, botanist, or fashionista,
this may not be the best program for you.
However, if
you
fancy
the
business world, Fiat Chrysler has
over
2,635
locations
nationwide.
Senior Colton Michael Moore
currently works for Marriott International
and be agrees that it's a great idea for other
companies to implement a similar program.

"Even if an employer
doesn't offer free tuition
assisatnce, I still think
many students would and
should take advantage
if the help is available."
- Colton Moore
General Motors Co., Starbucks, Wells
Fargo, Marriott
International, and
Anthem Inc. have similar incentives
such as tuition reimbursement programs.
The University of San Diego has one
of the highest tuition costs in California.
At a whopping $46,000 a year at the
undergraduate level, some students may
consider looking for employers that offer
a similar tuition reimbursement program.
Whether you are a communication
studies major or majoring in neuroscience,
chances are there is an employer out there
looking for someone with your skillset. If
you're lucky, they may even be willing
to offer a similar tuition free program.
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USD students are beginning to dread the start of finals, end of the year term papers, group projects and presentations, and other last minute homework assignments. These
are the only things standing in the way of a glorious five week Winter Break.
Many students find it difficult to maintain motivation and a desire to study with only two weeks left until break. Copley will be packed to the brim with caffeinated and often
sleep-deprived students cramming to finish out the semester with success.
Although the stress and pressure of finals tends to bring a somber, tense feeling, USD wellness offices and Associated Students try to combat these feelings by reminding
students of events and offerings to temporarily distract them from the burdens of finals.
Some of these events include food trucks and catering services, stress-relief dogs, informational speeches regarding stress and anxiety, and individual counseling for those
who feel significantly overworked.
Although finals often result in not-so-desired feelings of being overwhelmed and overburdened, students, staff, and professors are still looking ahead to a fun filled Winter
Break.
Kristin Moran, PhD., special assistant to the Dean, talks about her ideal Winter Break vacation.
"My ideal vacation is spending time with my family and enjoying holiday traditions," Moran said. "This year we will take a vacation to the snow because my kids want it to
really feel like winter!"
Getting away from sunny San Diego and heading toward colder, snowy climates is a popular option among professors, staff, and students at USD. It is December and since
San Diego is still fairly warm, many families decide to take trips up to the mountains. This gives people the chance to enjoy actual seasons unlike in San Diego where it is
summer weather year round.
Senior Diana Sciacca has been daydreaming about a snowy, hot chocolate filled Winter Break in a mountain cabin and a nice wood burning fire to relax by.
"My ideal winter vacation would be a week getaway to a cozy cabin in Aspen, Colorado," Sciacca said. "My family is from Michigan so we get a lot of snow and cold weather
there, but it would be fun to experience Christmas time in Colorado."
While some students find themselves dreaming about ideal winter breaks, others reflect on fond memories and family trips to beautiful getaway destinations.
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Senior Hannah Guggisberg has been lucky enough to travel all around the world to exotic destinations because of her parents' love for travel and their careers as
international American school teachers.
"My favorite memories over the years have been family trips to Koh Samui," Guggisberg said. "It is a really special place to my family and we always love traveling back
there because it has become a familiar place, however there is always new activities and things to do."
New York City is a truly unique place over the winter holidays, with the big New Year's Eve ball drop, The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting, fantastical storefront
holiday window displays, and many more famous activities.
Senior Courtney Murphy spends much of the winter season running around the Big Apple with her family and enjoying the holiday cheer.
"My favorite memories from the holidays has always been seeing the Radio City Christmas show with my family on Christmas Eve," Murphy said. "It has become a Murphy
family tradition. We always have a blast walking around and looking at all the decorations and fun things going on in the city."
Bradley Bond, PhD., a communication studies professor, enjoys traveling, spending time with family, and heading back home for the holidays before making his way back to
campus.
"I will be spending the first half of my Winter Break celebrating the holidays with family back in southern Illinois, where I was raised and where my family still resides," Bond
said. "I'm excited to see family and friends, especially rhy little brother who serves our country in the Air Force. I don't get to see him often. I will spend the second half of
break back on campus teaching an intersession class.
There is no question that students, staff, and professors at USD all have very different ways of celebrating, enjoying, and spending time over break. Regardless, everyone
looks to relax, enjoy the company of others, and have fun while doing so. The majority of people at USD are ready to ring in the holidays with a nice long break from school,
starting the new year fresh, open minded, and with new goals for 2016.
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Feeling the
heat
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Thanksgiving break is not
only a great time to hang out
with family but also the perfect
holiday to see old friends.
As we all continue to grow
up it seems to get more difficult for
all of us to gather together, so the
holidays are the ideal time to do so.
During Thanksgiving break
I was lucky enough to have many
of my closest friends home for
the fall holiday, allowing each of
us to catch up with one another
on school, relationships, recent
adventures,
family,
travels,
and post graduation plans.
My friend Caroline just
landed her dream job with
Facebook including a fancy title
that I cannot recall and neither can
she most of the time. In addition,
her new job comes with a more
than generous starting salary,
allowing her to treat herself to
luxuries that many 21-year-olds
are not financially
capable of
affording. I am absolutely thrilled
for her, yet it makes me nervous.
I have barely begun the process of
looking for a job, let alone a job
with a substantial starting salary.
In the last few months
I've had dozens of parents,
teachers, friends, and peers ask
the semi-horrifying but all so
appropriate question, "What do
you plan to do after graduation?"
I would argue that this
question is the most common
question asked to individuals in
their final year of school, forcing
the soon-to-be graduates to feel
the heat of finding
a job that
offers financial security. Financial
security not only gives recent
graduates the feeling of success
and financial freedom but it also
grants parents the ability to retire
without the burden of sustaining
their
now-grown-up
kids.
Although
this question
should not come as a surprise,
it has lead to a heightened
pressure to adhere to the
conventional means of society
placed on college graduates.
By conventional means of
society I am referring to the stress
that is placed on recent graduates
to find a job before or soon
after finishing school in order to
transition successfully into the real
world of working, salaried adults.
Although the news of my
friend Caroline scoring her dream
job with a successful company
has made me feel a bit anxious
and slightly pressured to focus on
job hunting, I need to remember
that there is still ample time
to search and that the right job
will come along soon enough.
This is an exciting time for
USD graduating seniors and I have
high hopes for the class of 2016.

Photo Courtesy of Caitlan Bertram

Pi Beta Phi members come together to celebrate the first philanthropy event as a Fraternity at USD.

Reading is Phi-ne with Laughing for Literacy
Pi Beta Phi Fraternity for Women present their first philanthropy event
CAITLAN BERTRAM
CONTRIBUTOR

and
JAMIE EDDY

FEATURE EDITOR

On Dec. 3, 2015, Pi Beta
Phi Fraternity for
Women
presented their first philanthropy
event, Laughing for Literacy.
The California *Xi Chapter
of Pi Beta Phi was recently
founded on the University of
San Diego campus in February
of 2015. The Fraternity for
Women was chartered at the
national Pi Beta Phi Convention
in July of 2015 and soon found
success on USD's campus.
Pi
Beta
Phi's
national
philanthropy
is
Read>Lead>Achieve.
The
chapter's statement of beliefs
looks to empower individuals and
create a motivation for success.
"We believe in inspiring
readers, sparking imaginations,
and igniting the desire to learn.
We believe that readers become
leaders. And, we believe reading
is the foundation of all that we
can achieve in life," Pi Beta Phi's
philanthropy document states.
Across the country, the
women of Pi Beta Phi are
committed to donating a million
dollars to literacy, providing one
million books to children in need,
and impacting one million lives by
teaching children to read through
school
programs.
Reading,
education, and competancy is
crucial to the development of all
children and will ultimately play
a postive role in their futures.
Senior Darci Wilkerson,
Pi Beta Phi's Vice President of
Philanthropy, held the chapter's
first Laughing for Literacy event
in Saloman Hall on Dec. 3. The
proceeds from the event raised a

total of $540 for their philanthropy.
Wilkerson explains the
importance for philanthropic
service and why the chapter
chose to host this event.
"We decided to do Laughing
for Literacy because the concept
is unlike anything else that
other student organizations do

primarily known for his stellar
dance moves, he discovered
a new talent, stand-up. He
was surprised to learn that
he was a crowd favorite.
"There were moments where
I made the crowd laugh so much
1 was taken [by surprise] by how
loud they were!" Ketcham said."It

"We believe in inspiring readers,
sparking imaginations, and igniting
the desire to learn. We believe that
readers become leaders..."
-Pi Beta Phi statement
on campus for philanthropy
events, and we wanted it to be
fun for both the participants and
the attendees," Wilkerson said.
There were seven acts
ranging from stand-up comedy,
skits, and musical performances.
The stand-up comedy acts
included stories of awkward
college
situations,
group
projects, and paying for tuition.
The ladies of Alpha Delta
Pi sorority performed a skit about
the problems of USD. Another
performer, sophomore Alex Weis,
sang the song "In Short" from
the Broadway musical "Edges."
Junior
Crash
Ketcham
was named the first Pi Beta Phi
Class Clown with his stand up
performance on the characteristics
of his name and his perception of
diversity on the USD campus. For
Ketcham as well as several other
performers, it was their first time
participating in stand-up comedy.
"I've never done stand
up before and I'm all about
broadening
my
artistic
expressions and experiences so
it was perfect," Ketcham said.
Although
Ketcham
is

was an awesome feeling and now
that I've done it once,I definitely
am inspired to do it again."
Sophomore Katie KovachGalton, was one of many students

»•
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in the crowd laughing at the jokes
and performances throughout the
night. She was inspired by the
confidence that each performer
showcased on the stage and their
ability to give it all they had.
"The people who went up
[to the stage] were not afraid to be
themselves and they were really
funny," Kovach-Galton said.
"I don't know who my favorite
[performer] was because I liked
all of them in their own way."
After the first
successful
Pi
Beta
Phi
philanthropy
event,
the
chapter
hopes
to continue "Laughing for
Literacy" in the future and to
host more philanthropic events
for
Read>Lead>Achieve.
The event was a phine
evening filled
with talented
acts, support for a great
cause, and lots of laughter.
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Light reading is a nice break from finals studying.
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10 Success strategies for aceing your finals
1. Shut yourself off. Don't give into club Copley conversations because it will be packed to the brim with peers who aren't necessarily
following the silent rule. Try the Law Library, Mother Rosalie Hill Hall reading room, or another quiet building on-campus.
2. Study with other individuals who you know are doing well in class, actively participate, and complete readings and assignments on
time. Often times if we only study with close friends or students who aren't the most engaged or lack the motivation to study, chances for
success on finals is most likely to decrease due to distractions and misinformation.
3. Organize, organize, organize. Write down and outline the specifics of what the final exam or paper will cover. Make sure to properly
label papers and assignments in specific folders, that way you can easily find documents after you've closed out of them. Write down your
finals schedule ahead of time so you're aware of exactly what time and day you will be taking it.
4. Sleep, eat healthy, and exercise! This will give you natural energy throughout the day and make you feel a lot better. Take time away
from campus and get outdoors to the beach, Mission Gorge hiking trails, rock climbing, or even the gym. Sleep will reduce stress, allow you
to study more efficiently and let you work for longer periods of time throughout the day.
5. Don't give into distractive peer pressure. Finals are only temporary including the stress that comes along with it. This is your chance
to show off all the knowledge and work you've achieved this semester. Succumbing to poor choices such as late nights out and ditching a
group study session will lead to more stress, anxiety, sleep-deprivation, and potentially poor grades.

Finals are a little freaky, overwhelming, and time consuming. They are meant to test your skill and ability to retain and apply particular
information that you've learned throughout the semester. Although they may seem torturous, it will ultimately lead to the beginning of
Winter Break and a little freedom from school related work. Take the time to study and work hard hut also remember to reward yourself for
hard work, dedication, and good grades.
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Evelin Farias, M.A.Ed. '12
School Psychologist
San Jacinto Unified School District

Earn Your Master's Degree
in Psychology, Counseling,
or Social Work from
Azusa Pacific University
Everywhere you look you see broken,
hurting people—men, women, children,
couples, and families struggling with diverse
issues. Azusa Pacific can prepare you for a
career dedicated to improving the lives of
others in a variety of professional settings.
Our graduate programs provide the tools
you'll need to make a difference..

m*

M.A. in Clinical Psychology:
Marriage and Family Therapy

Master of Social Work
24-48 months I 60 units

The MSW program equips you to help people
manage some of life's most difficult challenges,
This program provides a solid foundation in the
such as poverty, addiction, and abuse. Graduate
theoretical and applied practice of professional
counseling with individuals, couples, and families. prepared to meet state requirements for licensure
as a social worker.
24-48 months I 66-69 units

M.A.Ed. in Educational Psychology
and Ed.S. in School Psychology
36 months I 66-81 units

This NASP-approved dual degree program
delivers practical training of the highest standard
for school psychologists. Specialize in an optional
15-unit concentration that enhances your
career opportunities.

CONTACT US TODAY! apu.edu/go/helpingothers | (626)815-4570 | gpc@apu.edu

M.A.Ed. in Educational and Clinical Counseling
24-36 months I 60 units

This program allows candidates to pursue
careers in K-12 school and clinical settings.
Earn a highly marketable degree and school
counseling credential, and prepare to meet
LPCC requirements.

C" AZUSA PACIFIC
U N I V E R S I T Y

God First Since 1899

14

THE USD VISTA

ARTS AND CULTURE

ARTS & CULTURE
the presence

DECEMBER 10, 2015

A&C EDITOR
TAYLER
REVIERE VERNINAS

ASST, A&C EDITOR
ABBY GENTRY

Celebration dedicated to cultural mass
Community celebrates annual traditions of La Virgen de Guadalupe

TAYLER
REVIERE VERNINAS

A&C EDITOR
Members of the San Diego
community and parishioners of
the Immaculata Parish gathered
with white, pink, and red roses and
glowing candles in celebration of
ABBY GENTRY
the Our Lady of Guadalupe mass
ASST. A&C EDITOR
held in the Immaculata on Sunday
night. The ceremony commenced
When I initially began with a dinner celebration in the
writing this column, my goal was
UC Forums with cultural music
to share my frustrations about the
from
Mariachi Imperial de San
timing of our finals. I intended
Diego
and festive food that
to complain about the fact that
family
members and students
I only had three days at home
before Christmas. My exact quote had the chance to enjoy while
was, "Because of my final on watching the band perform.
December 21 from 8-10 p.m., my
Following thefestivities was
entire Christmas-spirit infused a ceremonial procession from the
month of December will be
UCs to the Immaculata Parish.
reduced to three days." I wanted
People gathered together, singing
to sit and whine about not having
enough time with my family to along to the songs of the mariachi
decorate the Christmas tree, bake band and holding their candles in
cookies, and listen to Christmas honor of La Virgen de Guadalupe.
music. Essentially, I was the
Senior Sandy Guerrero
bratty kid lying on the floor
volunteered
to
participate
kicking and screaming because in the mass and carried the
things weren't going my way. cross during the procession.
Then I realized how horrible
"I volunteered freshman
I sounded, how wrapped up I was
year
and
I really enjoyed helping
in my own issues, how blinded
I am. I was sitting in my warm out with the mass," Guerrero
apartment discussing the crisis said. "Since it was my last
year, I told myself I had to do
in Syria with my friends and it
hit me. No matter how horrible it again before I graduated. It
my day was, how tired I am, or
was really nice to see the Linda
how short my Christmas season Vista and San Diego community,
is going to be, nothing will be as
and the students come together
bad as what thousands of people
to enjoy a cultural event."
endure every day. Not even
For
parishioners
such
close. While I sit and complain
about not having enough time as Sandy, Sunday was a night
with my family, there are people of celebrating customs and
on the other side of the world traditions that many members
who would do anything for just of
the church
community
another second with their family. commemorate
every
year.
I think at one point I even
"I grew up going to mass
mentioned how sad I was that I
to celebrate the Virgin Mary's
wasn't going to be able to fully
birthday," Guerrero said. "For
enjoy Mariah Carey's "All I
Want For Christmas Is You"
while studying in Copley. Is
that a joke? Was I serious? The
fact that this was even an issue
that crossed my mind concerns
me. There are people starving, ABBY GENTRY
ASST. A&C EDITOR
dying, and fighting
for dear
life and I can't even appreciate
In
honor
of
Donald
the fact that I am able to get
an education and take a final.
and Darlene Shiley, the Old
It's all about perspective. Globe and University of San
Yes, this year I will have a shorter
Diego Master of Fine Arts in
Christmas season with a little less
Theatre Program has now been
time with my family. But at least
renamed as The Old Globe and
I have a family that I am excited
University of San Diego Shiley
to go home to. Yes, I get a little
Graduate
of Theatre Program.
annoyed that I will be taking finals
The renaming of
the
going into late December. But at
least I am in a position where I
program honors the passion
am able to take a final. And yes, and help the Shileys' have
Mariah Carey might not be quite
given to the University of San
as enjoyable while cramming for
Diego theatre program over
an exam. But let's be honest, "All
the years. The Shileys' have
I Want For Christmas Is You" is
donated a generous endowment
always enjoyable, even in the
that enables students to attend
haze of 5 Hour Energy drinks and
the
M.F.A. program for free.
muffled under piles of papers.
In a press release from
As we wrap up this semester,
my new goal is to gain some
both the University of San
perspective. When things don't
Diego and The Old Globe
seem to be going your way or
Theatre, Provost Andrew T.
you're having a bad day,.try to
Allen shares his gratitude for
be thankful. Appreciate what
the Shiley family contribution
you have, where you are, and
to the program. "The new name
the position you are in. Above
reflects the Shileys' passion for
anything else, that is what will
the theatre and investment in The
put you in the Christmas spirit.

Tayler RV/The USD Vista

USD students reenact the historical apparitions of the Virgin Mary at the end of mass.
me it is more than just going
to mass; it is a cultural thing
that I would always attend
with my family. It shows our
support and love for her, which
is why I wanted to participate."
The bilingual mass was led
by Father Gino Correa who was
honored to have been the presider.
"It is a wonderful way to
help myself and the community
takeep alive a story that speaks
to us in a very particular way of
how God's good news is given
to all people," Correa said. "It
speaks to all people who felt
God was not speaking to them
or who sometimes feel invisible
and abandoned. They are not
just feel good stories or myths,
but stories that very much have
to do with our identity and
with the hope that we need in
order to fuel us to keep going."
At the end of the mass, USD
students performed a reenactment
of the apparitions of Our Lady of

Guadalupe. Sophomore Daisy
Aguilar narrated the story of a
young native by the name of
Juan Diego, who was in pursuit
of God. On his walk Our Lady
appeared to him and gave him the
task of asking Bishop Don Juan
Zumarraga to build a basilica in
her honor. After being rejected
twice by the bishop, Juan Diego
brought forth a white mantle of
colorful roses given to him by Our
Lady. After seeing this, the Bishop

fell to his knees and immediately
believed the message of Juan
Diego. The Basilica of Our Lady
of Guadalupe in Mexico City still
stands in her honor to this day.
Sophomore and Eucharistic
Minister for University Ministry,
Raul Villar, participated to
play the role of the bishop.
"I felt a great sense of joy
knowing that I am representing
my culture and celebrating the
Virgin of Guadalupe with all of
my friends at USD," Villar said.

"It is beautiful because I had the
chance to share my faith and
culture with everyone I love."
He
reflects
on
his
celebrations from his hometown
compared to the mass here at USD.
"Where I am from everyone
knows about the Virgin of
Guadalupe," Villar said. "Not
everyone here is informed about
the history of la virgen, so I feel
a sense of obligation to share my
love and knowledge for the history
and traditions of this feast day."
It was a celebratory evening
for all of the folks in the Linda
Vista, San Diego, and USD
community honor la importancia
de la historia de la Virgen de
Guadalupe. In light of the Advent
season in the Catholic Church,
the
celebration
continued
to recognize the important
traditions being celebrated and
the opportunities provided for
people to enjoy the moments of
preparing forthe coming of Christ.

A new name for the Old Globe Program
Old Globe and M.F.A. program
over the years," says Allen.
"We are
grateful
for
their
tremendous
support
that has allowed the Shiley
Graduate
Theatre
Program
to become one of the most
acclaimed
classical
training
programs in the United States."
In the 1980s,The Old Globe
had a national reputation as a
well established Shakespearean
theater. Craig Noel, the director
of The Old Globe program,
understood that the future of
classical theater depends on young
actors that have the ability to
learn the traditional and classical
techniques. The use of these well
groomed techniques are required
to bring some of the most famous
classical works to life on stage.
Noel and University of San
Diego Vice President collaborated
to provide a platform on which
these classical techniques could
be taught to the next generation
of talented actors. From this
dream came the original The

Old Globe and University of
San Diego M.F.A. program.
Each fall, this current
program accepts only seven
students out of hundreds of
applicants from all over the United
States. This theater program is
recognized as one of the most
competitive
graduate
acting
programs in the country with only
a two-percent acceptance rate.
One of the most notable alumni
of the Old Globe and University
of San Diego Master of Fine Arts
Theatre Program is the Golden
Globe and Emmy award-winning
actor Jim Parsons from the hit
show, "The Big Bang Theory."
The
M.F.A,
program
offers students various unique
experiences that sets it apart from
other Master programs around the
country. With only seven actors
in each class, students, receive
a great amount of personal
attention in order to help reach
their full potential. Students of
the Old Globe and University
of San Diego program have the

opportunity to travel to Londoi
for a theater tour. Now, thanks t<
the Shiley family, each studen
of the professional actor traini
program is given a full-tuitii
scholarship from the University.
Each student receives ov<
$80,000 in financial
support
After a rigorous two yeai
program, students leave wit]
the skills necessary to pursw
a professional and successfu
acting career. The prog
has a showcase at the enc
of the year in New York anc
Los Angeles that have been
very helpful for graduates to
establish successful careers in
film, television, and Broadway
The already successfu
Old Globe and
University
of San Diego Master in Fine
Arts Theatre Program now
has the benefit of passion
enthusiasm, and financial
help
from the Shiley family creating
the new The Old Globe anc
University of San Diego Shiley
Graduate of Theatre Program]
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'Tis the season for finals study breaks

Take a break from the stress of finals arid check out these fun events in San Diego.
We may not be able to make snow angels, but that does not mean sand cant substitute it!

*STARTING ON

10 10-22

ICE SKATING
BY THE SEA
HOTEL DEL CORONADO

*HOURS VARY, $25

How THE GRINCH

12 12-13

STOLE CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS BOAT
PARADE OF LIGHTS

OLD GLOBE THEATRE
* HOURS AND PRICES VARY

MISSION BAY
6 P.M. - 9 P.M.

13-20

15 16-20

SAN DIEGO BAY
PARADE OF LIGHTS

THE 1975
OBSERVATORY
NORTH PARK

SAN DIEGO

8 P.M.

5:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.

CALIFORNIA BALLET
THE HUTCRACKER
SAN DIEGO
CIVIC THEATRE
* HOURS AND PRICES VARY

D O S O M E T H I N G
G R E A T T H I S
S U M M E R
THE HANSEN SUMMER INSTITUTE is currently recruiting
motivated, enthusiastic and qualified American under
graduate and graduate students ages 20-25 for an all-expenses-paid 3-weekleadershiptraining workshop in beau
tiful San Diego. Includes round-trip airfare from anywhere
in the US,food and lodging, and all program costs. Selected
Americans also receive a $10OO award. Get paid to learn!
Live, study, and interact with 15
hand-picked international stu
dents from zones of conflict and
social strife while learning public University
speaking, negotiation, mediation, 0/San Diego
and social entrepreneurship skills.
SCHOOL OF LEADERSHIP
Perfect for international studies, AND EDUCATION SCIENCES
business, future diplomats, and
ROTC.

13

OLD TOWN HOLIDAY
IN THE PARK

GASLAMP HOLIDAY
PET PARADE

OLD TOWN
2:30 P.M.

GASLAMP QUARTER

17

20

3 P.M.

JOEY DIAZ

SLOW MAGIC

THE AMERICAN
COMEDY COMPANY
GASLAMP QUARTER
$18

OBSERVATORY

'HOLJDJAy P L A y L I S T
Santa Clans is coming to town, and sadly, so are finals!
Cheer up this last week with some holiday tunes.

It's Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas

Michael Buble
All I Want for Christmas Is You

Mariah Carey
Baby, It's Cold Outside

Dean Martin
Santa Baby

Ariana Grande
Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas

Sam Smith
Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!

Frank Sinatra
To learn more or apply, visit

White Christmas

www.hansesummerinstitute.org

Bing Crosby

or contact:

Bonnie Lamb, Program Coordinator • blamb@sandiego.edu
Ron Bee, Managing Director • rbee@sandiego.edu
619-260-7546

Angels We Have Heard On High

Andrea Bocelli
Mistletoe

FRED }. HANSEN

SUMMER INSTITUTE ON LEADERSHIP
& INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
RECRUITING NOW FOR JULY 2016

NORTH PARK
8 P.M.

Justin Bieber
I Want A Hippopotamus for Christmas

Gavla Peevev
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Lessons and Carols back on campus
SEAN MURPHY
CONTRIBUTOR

Every year in December,
University of
San
Diego
welcomes
the
campus
community to congregate in
Founders Chapel to enjoy
Lessons and Carols. The event,
which is open to the general
public, is a Christmas tradition
that dates back well past 100 years
ago, and is observed around the
globe. Although the first festival
of its kind can be traced to Truro,
Cornwall, England, in 1880,
the most well-known version
of these joyous communal
events hails from the Chapel
of King's College, Cambridge
University in England, which
has been a tradition each year
from 1918 to the present day.
Lessons and Carols is
described by USD's Francis
G. Harpst Center for Catholic
Thought and Culture (CCTC)
as a festival in word and song
to prepare for Christmas. The
celebration is structured so that
the powerful readings that are
selected from the Old and New
Testaments are interspersed
with divine music throughout
the ceremony. Thus, as the
merriment unfolds in Founders
Chapel, the congregation is
encouraged to contemplate the
birth of Jesus in the context of its
significance in salvation history.

Miranda Rappoldt, USD
sophomore, former Lessons
and Carols attendee, and candle
bearer at this year's upcoming
celebration,shares herenthusiasm
for the festival, recalling her first
Lessons and Carols experience.
"I was actually in the event
last year, and I first signed up
because they were looking for
volunteers,"
Rappoldt
said.
"I thought it would be a good
way to prepare for Christmas
and really get in the spirit."
According
to
USD's
CCTC, the overall theme of the
celebration this year is based
on the Magnificat, which is
understood as the Blessed Virgin
Mary's reply to her cousin
Elizabeth's praise of her faith, as
retold in the Gospel of Luke. The
purpose of the Magnificat is to
establish the underlying context
for the the entire celebration.
This is so that the audience
may take into consideration
that during this time of year.
Following the musical
preludes that are curated to
apply to the theme and occasion,
the event will start off with
some readings from the Old
Testament, that are related
to the promises God made to
Israel. From there, the reading
will move on to cover the texts
from the Prophets that depict the
sorry state of humanity and the
need for the coming Messiah.

However, not all of the
carols and hymns that will
be sung pertain solely to the
readings chosen for this year's
celebration, the USD community
will also get to chime in on
some beloved holiday favorites.
Past
Lessons and
Carols
festivals have included, "O
Come, O Come Emmanuel",
"Joy to the World", "Angels
We Have Heard on High", "Lo,
How a Rose E're Blooming"
and "What Child is This".
Each
year,
Universtiy
of San Diego staff, faculty,
and students aid with the
preparations for Lessons and
Carols and also volunteer to
participate in the procession.
During the event itself, some
will be bearing the Book of
Gospels, candles, or banners, as
well as delivering the readings a.k.a. the lessons — themselves.
Rappoldt believes that
Lessons and Carols is such
an appealing event for the
USD community to engage in.
"It's a very traditional
way to get in the Christmas
spirit, and an out of the ordinary
way to prepare yourself for
Christmas!"
Rappoldt
said.
The event takes place on
Friday, Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m.,
and will occur again Sunday,
Dec. 13, at 2 p.m. Lessons and
Carols will be free and open to
the public, no RSVP required.
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Crossword AKs**>ers
Across
1. Lincoln
3. Fourth
5. England
6. Stuffing
8. Macy's
10. Football
12. Cornucopia
14. Plymouth
17. Poult
19. Wishbone
20. Gravy

Down
2. October
4. Mayflower
7. Canada
9. Slice
11. November
13. Family
15. Turkey
16. Fork
18. Three

Continue Your Education
Journey with Azusa Pacific
Occupations that require a master's degree are projected to grow the fastest over the next eight years, making graduate school a
worthwhile investment as you prepare to impact your field. Start planning now and further your career goals with a graduate degree
from Azusa Pacific University, one of the nation's top Christian universities.

Join the

4,200+ |

graduate students
currently advancing
their education at APU.

Choose from:

Business and Leadership
MBA, Management, Leadership, Accounting,
Organizational Psychology

Health Care
Athletic Training, Physical Therapy, Nursing

Education
Educational Leadership, School Counseling and School Psychology,
Teacher Education, Higher Education, Nursing Education
Azusa | High Desert | Inland Empire | Los Angeles
Murrieta | Orange County | San Diego | Online

Find your program today! apu.edu/programs

Helping Professions
MFT, Psychology, Social Work

AZUSA PACIFIC
U N I V E R S I T Y

God First Since 1899
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Saying goodbye

ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22
It is widely understood
that the career of professional
athletes is much shorter than that
of people with more traditional,
non-athletic jobs.
With that in mind, I still was
unprepared for the recent barrage
of sports stars whose bodies have
started to break down.
Last month it was Red Sox
designated hitter David Ortiz
who dominated the news cycle by
announcing that 2016 would be
his last season of swatting home
runs and entertaining baseball
fans from here to his native
Dominican Republic.
Then, the legendary and
record setting NFL quarterback
Peyton Manning was injured and
subsequently benched. Although
no formal announcement has
come from Manning or the
Denver Broncos organization, the
man famous for his #18 jersey
number and intricate audibles
looks to be one hard hit away
froth literally fallinrapart.
The going-away parties
didn't stop there. Of course, Kobe
Bryant garnered some of the first
positive news of his .abysmal
2015-16 season by penning a
goodbye letter to the game of
basketball.
His decision to walk away
from the game this spring has
inspired a wave of nostalgic
tributes and memories of Kobe's
incredible prime, taking some of
the focus away from his atrocious
21 percent shooting clip on three
pointers this year.
Finally, and perhaps the
most low key of all, was Tiger
Woods' revelation that he doesn't
know when he will play golf
again.
These retirements hit very
close to home for me. Not only
because the men stepping away
are some of the greatest to ever
play their respective sports, but
also because of the longevity of
their illustrious careers.
Ortiz hit his first big league
home run before Bill Clinton was
impeached.
Manning has been a starting
NFL quarterback longer than
I've been in school; not college,
school in general.
Kobe has made over 8,200
free throws during his 20 year
run in the NBA. I've only been
on Earth for 7,460 days.
Finally, the incomparable
Tiger Woods won his first Masters
when I was still mastering the
concept of walking.
It seemed fitting that before
the USD Vista retires for the
semester, we honor the great
sportsmen who will be doing the
same.

SPORTS EDITOR
MATTHEW ROBERSON
@mroberson22
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Volleyball loses to USC in NCAA Tournament

DYLAN BROCKMEYER

MATTHEW ROBERSON

THE USD VISTA
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The University of San Diego
volleyball team's season came
to an exciting conclusion as the
Toreros lost a well-fought match
in the second round of the NCAA
Tournament at the Galen Center
to the No. 1 seeded University of
Southern California Trojans. Our
Toreros lost 3-0 in a 20-25,23-25,
13-25 match last Friday, Dec. 4.
The team ended their season with
a 22-10 overall record.
The Toreros had been riding
high and playing well as they
entered the tournament. Coming
off a fresh 3-0 sweep in the
first round against the Northern
Arizona University Lumberjacks
just the night before, the Toreros
were looking forward to playing
another challenging opponent. In
the first set, our Toreros jumped
out to a 4-1 lead but were quickly
matched by a three point rebuttal
by the Lumberjacks. After quite
a bit of back and forth the game
was up to 10 all until a huge kill
hit made by sophomore opposite
hitter (OPP) Jayden Kennedy
sparked the women's momentum
to bring them ahead 15-11.
With this spark of energy, the
Toreros shutout and outscored the
Lumberjacks, claiming the first
"set at 25-15.
USD continued right on
with some fast paced play. Our
USD Toreros jumped ahead 8-1
and forced the NAU Lumberjacks
into a timeout.
Something in the timeout
must have helped because the
Lumberjacks began to slowly
creep back up on the Toreros
lead, but senior OPP Canace
Finley came in with a big kill to
help the Toreros go on an 8-3 run
and come out on top. The Toreros
won the second set 25-19.
A match wouldn't be worth
watching if the other team didn't
appear to be making a little
comeback, which is exactly what
the Lumberjacks did starting out
the third set. They claimed a 4-1
lead early on, but could barely
keep our Toreros at bay. USD
fought its way back throughout
most of the frame to ultimately
take back the lead thanks to a
kill from freshman outside hitter
Lauren Fuller.
With our Toreros climbing
back, they forced the Lumberjacks
into another timeout. They still
went point for point against USD
until we again needed a timeout.

When NAU again grabbed the
next two points, our ladies in
blue took their final timeout and
emerged victorious after a strong
close to the match.
Fuller
felt
that
her
confidence, as well as the team's
was high coming from their
victory and it gave them more
battle strength as the Toreros
prepared to face USC.
"The NAU win gave us tons
of confidence going into the USC
match," Fuller said. "We had our
first game jitters out of the way
and felt comfortable on the court.
We were most excited about
continuing our season and playing
USC, a fantastic opponent."
Sophomore setter Kristen
Gengenbacher agrees with her
teammate that the win against
NAU brought more spirit and
enthusiasm heading into the
second round of the tournament.
"After the NAU win, we
were more excited than ever
to keep going," Gengenbacher
said. "The great thing about the
tournament is that with each
game, we get more and more
energy and motivation to prove
ourselves. The NAU win gave
us that. We know we have to
keep looking forward to the next
game, but we were very excited,
especially after the dramatic end
of the third set against NAU."
Unfortunately, the roles had
seemingly reversed in second
round competition. Our Toreros
were now the ones who got swept
by USC.
Fuller achieved a career
high of 18 kills in the match.
The defensive hitters had a very
strong presence in this match as
freshman middle blocker (MB)
Addie Picha recorded a team best
three blocks and junior libero
Hunter Jennings had 14 digs.
However,
despite
our
Toreros' best efforts, we could
not beat the Trojans and their
senior opposite hitter Samantha
Bricio. The supremely talented
Bricio had a match best 21 kills
and senior MB Alicia Ogoms had
11 kills of her own.
Looking
back,
Gengenbacher acknowledges that
every player might have regrets,
but she feels the team really
brought everything they had to
the court.
"I honestly think our team
left it all out there," Gengenbacher
said. "USC is such a hard
environment to play in, and at the
end of the day I'm proud of how

CONGRATS TO SEVERAL TOREROS FOR EARNING
WEST COAST CONFERENCE HONORS!
First Team All-WCC
Canace Finley

Senior outside hitter

Lisa Kramer

Junior outside hitter

WCC All-Freshman Team
Freshman middle hitter

Addie Picha

Honorable Mention
Kristen Gengenbacher

Sophomore setter

we performed. There were certain
plays throughout the game that
showed the kind of team we are,
plays that I don't think a lot of
teams in this country could make,
but unfortunately, things didn't
go our way that match."
Head
coach
Jennifer
Petrie was proud of the level of
competition and the performance
of the Toreros against both teams.
The only difference between our
ladies and the Trojans was more
aggression in the offensive line.
"Our goal was to play

year to start, but is more than
happy with her play in 2015.
"I'm very happy with how
my first season went," Fuller
said. "Of course I had nerves
at the beginning of the year but
by the end I felt like 1 had been
playing collegiate volleyball for
over a year. Every year a team
goal is to be a national champion
so our preparation for that starts
in the spring. Individual goals of
mine include making the WCC
All-Conference team."
Coach Petrie also strives

aggressively both with our attaclc

to make the team champions,

and our serve," Petrie said. "There
are times to play conservatively,
trying to eliminate unforced
errors, but against the number one
team in the country our goal was
to go for it. The girls played with
passion, intensity and heart. USC
is loaded with offensive talent this
year, and we had a difficult time
containing them defensively."
Coach Petrie reflected on the
difference of strategies between
the two matches. While the level
of play was extremely high in
both, NAU gave Petrie's squad
more chances to set updefensively
and focus on eliminating a few
offensive players at a time.
"While
playing
NAU
we could focus on one or two
offensive players at a time, thus
making it easy to set up our block
and defense," Petrie said. "With
USC, they have many players
that can terminate a rally, making
it difficult to emphasize a certain
zone or area to defend."
Preparation will already be
starting this spring in order for
our Toreros to claim that ultimate
goal of NCAA champions next
season. Fuller can't wait for next

we'll be seeing more strength
and WCC winnings and another
NCAA tournament selection.
"We fell one spot short of
our goal to win a West Coast
Conference
championship,"
Petrie said. "Being selected to the
NCAA tournament is a testament
to the strength of our program
and the hard work and dedication
of the USD volleyball players.
Next season we will look forward
to achieving the goal of WCC
champion as well as striving to
be an NCAA champion."
While our Toreros will
not be playing, the 2015 NCAA
Regional Volleyball Tournament
will still be coming to the JCP.
The action starts Friday at
5:30 p.m. where the Loyola
Marymount University Lions
take on the Kansas Jayhawks.
To cap off the night, No.
1 overall seeded USC will face
off against the No. 16 overall
national
seeded
Creighton
Bluejays. The games will all take
place in the JCP and tickets will
be $15 for spectators and the
match will even be broadcast on
ESPN3 and ESPNU respectively.

Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

Freshman Lauren Fuller (left) and junior Lisa Kramer (right) were instrumental to the team's success in 2015.
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Toreros
beat
Aztecs
53-48
at
Petco
Park
Head coach Lamont Smith earns the first statement victory of his career
MATTHEW ROBERSON
SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22

BASKETBALL
continued from
PAGE 1
The statistics and the
matchups did not look good for
the boys in blue, but as longtime
ESPN sportscaster Chris Berman
always says, that's why they play
the game.
On a beautiful day at Petco
Park, the USD basketball team
earned one of the better wins in
program history, outlasting their
crosstown foes and coming away
with a 53-48 victory.
The game was part of the
Bill Walton Basketball Festival.
During
the
weeklong
festivities, Petco Park's infield
housed a basketball court and
featured several high school
games.
Walton, a graduate of Helix
High in San Diego, called the
event a dream come true.
The same could also be said
for those involved with USD
basketball. Despite a shaky start
to the season and a poor showing
in the Great Alaska Shootout,
the Toreros played an all-around
fantastic game.
In the game's first half, the
defense held San Diego State
to just 13 points and limited the
Aztecs to three field goals on 20
attempts.
Freshman guard Olin Carter
III spoke about the effort in the
first half which was so effective
in stifling the Aztec's offensive
attack.
"The key was just to play
team defense," Carter said. "We
helped each other off the ball and
made sure they didn't get any
easy layups and anything in the
paint."
SDSU was also ice cold
from three point range. In that
nightmarish first half, the Aztecs
missed all five of their shots from
beyond the arc.
San Diego State head coach
Steve Fisher was visibly upset
with his team's effort in the first
twenty minutes.
He could be seen and heard

Ian Lituchy/The USD Vista

The Bull Pit student section reacts to the win, which was USD's first victory over the San Diego State Aztecs since 2005.
on the sidelines instructing his
guys to play harder, even getting
in the face of freshman standout
Jeremy Hemsley at one point.
Fisher told the media after
the game that he thought his
team underperformed and was
ultimately punished for it.
"[The
game]
was
a
wonderful event for San Diego,"
Fisher said. "It was not a
wonderful event, in terms of the
outcome, for San Diego State.
I'm disappointed in [the Aztecs']
energy and effort. University of
San Diego took it to us early...
Ultimately we got what we
deserved."
In that first half, the Toreros
made seven
three pointers
and grabbed eight offensive
rebounds. Heading into the locker
room at halftime, USD held a
commanding 31-13 lead.
The second half
was
characterized by SDSU trying to
stage a heroic comeback.
It wasn't to be, as the deficit
they created for themselves
turned out to be insurmountable.
Junior forward Brett Bailey
- who corralled a team-high seven
rebounds and played active,
energetic defense all afternoon iced the game with a thunderous
dunk in the final seconds.
It was the sort of iconic
moment that every signature win
has. The slam sent the student
section into hysteria and Aztec
fans to the exits.
The Toreros' guards were
the key to this momentous victory.

Much was made this offseason
about the departure of school
record-holders Johnny Dee and
Chris Anderson, who scored 37
percent of the team's points last
season.
On Sunday at Petco Park,
the new backcourt regime filled
the Dee-Anderson void more than
capably.
Head coach Lamont. Smith
started Carter, sophomore Marcus
Harris, and senior Duda Sanadze
together.
That trio not only picked
up the slack left by two school
legends, but they did something
that Dee and Anderson never
could: beat San Diego State.
Sanadze led the way with 15
points, canning five three pointers
and also swiping five
steals.
Harris chipped in with nine points

the foul line for a one-and-one.
He casually drained the
first shot before stepping up and
converting the second, which was
only the sixth made free throw of
his promising career.
The crucial free throws were
the only shots Williams attempted
all game. He finished with two
points and two rebounds in just
12 minutes of action.
Carter also had the best
game of his young college career,
scoring a personal best of 12
points and serving as the key cog
in beating SDSU's fabled full
court press.
His head coach was well
aware of the fact that the Aztecs
often implement this kind of
swarming defense..
"I thought we grew up
tonight," Smith said. "We spent

"University of San Diego took it to
us early... Ultimately we got what we
deserved." - Steve Fisher
and three steals, going 4-4 from
the free throw line.
The bouncy kid from San
Antonio, TX also showcased his
leaping abilities while collecting
four rebounds.
Off the bench, freshman
Tyler Williams sunk the two
biggest shots of the entire game.
With the Toreros clinging to a 4745 lead and just 29 seconds left
on the clock, Williams strolled to

a lot of time working on their
press. If you know San Diego
State basketball, they hang their
hat on rebounding the basketball,
defending, and their pressure."
The Toreros can certainly
hang their hat on this win.
Not only was it an upset
over a team from the same city
who regularly ranks in the Top
25 and wins games in the NCAA
Tournament, but it also gives
the squad a vital victory moving
forward in the season.
In fact, defeating the Aztecs

would have given his team a win
against SDSU.
"Yeah, as well for me, [this
game is] number one," Sanadze
said. "Because we're rivals, it's
the city championship, and we
won. So this year is ours."
Coming off two consecutive

USD AS/lnstagram

President Harris celebrates.
wins
against
the
Drexel
University Dragons and Bethesda
University Flames, the Toreros
exited their outdoor game in the
Gaslamp Quarter with a third
straight triumph.
They will now host three
straight games in the Jenny Craig
Pavilion. The first of the three
will be against the University of
Denver Pioneers on Dec. 9 at 7
p.m.
Following that, the team
will host the UC Davis Aggies on
Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m.
Undoubtedly inspired by his
guys' performance at Petco, head

"We're rivals, it's the city
championship, and we won. So this
year is ours." - USD senior guard
Duda Sanadze

Photo Courtesy of Ian Lituchy/The USD Vista

Olin Carter III celebrates with a team manager in front of the student section after a timeout.

was good enough for seniors Jito
Kok and Duda Sanadze to rank it
as their favorite game of all-time.
"I think this is right there at
the top," Kok said. "Ever since
we came in here [to USD] we've
been wanting to win. So to finally
get this, I think it ranks for me as
the number one win we've had."
Sanadze
had
similar
feelings, especially given the
fact that in 2013 he missed a
three pointer at the buzzer which

coach Lamont Smith is hopeful
that his team's performance will
lead to greater fan support.
"We're very excited that
they [the students] could come
out," Smith said. "We challenge
them to support us at the Jenny
Craig. We need help in the Jenny
Craig."
Well, the big time win
against the hated San Diego State
'Aztecs will certainly help drum
up some support.
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"The Show."
This is the name collectively given
to the student section that attends athletic
events at San Diego State University.
Known for their relentless rowdiness
at games, The Show has earned a
reputation as one of the preeminent
student sections on the West Coast.
They're loud. They're frenzied. By
every definition of the word, they are it.
Now, think about the experience
of a University of San Diego game, and
the mental imagery returns a far different
picture. Half-empty stands, lackluster
crowds, and a general disinterest in the
final score are suffocatingly obvious.
While the Bull Pit has recently taken
steps to revive students' interest in the
Toreros, an atmosphere of overwhelming
boredom continues to be the norm.
Why is this the case? Why is it that,
in spite of the tight-knit community and
Division I athletics here at Alcala Park,
school spirit remains less than subpar?
It begins with the sports that are
most prominent among casual sports
fans: football and men's basketball.
In the world of college sports,
football reigns supreme. Compared to
the Alabamas and Notre Dames of the
nation, USD's own pigskin program
doesn't appear to stack up. In a sense,
that's correct: a hypothetical Catholic
rivalry between Notre Dame and USD
likely wouldn't go well for the Toreros.
But this does not at all mean that
head coach Dale Lindsey's program is
mediocre. Considering the fact that USD
plays in the lower rung of Division I
football, direct comparisons with the top
programs in the country arc unfair at best.
Within their conference, the Pioneer
Football League, however, the Toreros
have won a share of each of the last five
conference championships. Since the turn
of the century, that streak of conference
titles has only been matched by perennial
powerhouses USC and Ohio State.
Relative to the competition they face,
the success the USD football program
has experienced is nearly unprecedented.
For now, due to small crowds, a
lack of scholarships, and the logistically
difficult Title XI implications of
adding
said
scholarships,
Torero
football appears likely to remain in
the PFL for the foreseeable future.
This means a dominant run
that's been building since the Jim
Harbaugh days (yes, that Jim Harbaugh)
should continue for years to come.
On the hardcourt, unfortunately,
the Toreros' men's basketball program
has not been quite as successful. Since
2000, the program has had just one 20win season in 2007-08, a run of less-thanspectacular play that ultimately led to the
hiring of new head coach Lamont Smith.
Again, while the successes are less
obvious,theyarewithoutadoubtstillpresent.
Between this year and last year,
Jenny Craig Pavilion has played host
to the program's all-time leaders in
points (Johnny Dee, '14), assists (Chris
Anderson,
'14), steals
(Anderson),
and blocks (current center Jito Kok).
Additionally, Coach Smith has garnered
recognition for his ability to build
championship contenders from scratch
after helping turn West Coast Conference
rival St. Mary's into a tournament threat.
Given the Toreros' young roster
entering this year, a roster which showcased
its potential in an upset win over the Aztecs
last Sunday, there could be something in the
works here that students won't want to miss.
However,
the
unfortunate
consequence of playing in the PFL and
WCC is that even the success of mainstream

Torero athletics often flies under the radar
from a media standpoint. Students should
be wary of confusing this invisibility
with
irrelevance. The department's
vision
statement, "Win
conference
championships
while
developing
exceptional USD graduates," has been
carried out admirably by the school's
athletic director, Ky Snyder, and his staff.
Football
coach
Dale
Lindsey
speaks very highly of the leadership at
the top of USD's athletic department.
"Ky is a tremendous A.D.,"
Lindsey
said.
"I'm
personally
shocked that another school hasn't
come along and snatched him up."
This success is especially evident
relative to the rest of the West Coast
Conference. Just last year, the Toreros
won WCC titles in men's tennis, men's
soccer, and baseball. These performances
ultimately left the Toreros in second
place for the WCC's Commissioner's
Cup,
awarded
annually
to
the
conference's top overall athletic program.
Having won the trophy five times

students to games, Ky Snyder admits
that the school experiences difficulties.
"It's definitely been a challenge for
us," Snyder said. "A lot depends on the
opponent and relevance of the game."
Former hardwood hero Johnny
Dee agrees, noting the contrast between
crowds depending on the opponent.
"I think there was a noticeable
difference between a Gonzaga crowd
and a Portland crowd," Dee said. "I also
think that we would've won a lot .more
of those Portland-type games if there's
a Gonzaga-sized crowd behind us."
Advances in the availability of game
broadcasts, as well as the potential for
following games via social media, have
made things especially difficult at a school
as academically focused as USD. Snyder
and his staff are working tirelessly to
figure out ways to get students in the seats.
"It's something that schools across
the country are struggling with: how
do we get kids away from textbooks
or parties for a couple of hours to fill
the stands at games?" Snyder said.

"It's something that schools across the country
are struggling with: how do we get kids away
from textbooks or parties for a couple of hours
to fill the stands at games?" - Ky Snyder, Athletic
Director
in the last eight years, USD missed
out on a sixth victory only after being
narrowly edged by BYU, a program
which receives a significant financial
boost from their top-25 football team.
Men's soccer made a trip to the
NCAA playoffs last year, led by WCC
Player of the Year Connor Brandt and head
coach Seamus McFadden, who ranks 8th
all-time in wins among active coaches.
As recently as 2013, the women's
volleyball team reached the second
overall spot in national rankings.
The baseball team often advances to
regionals while graduating MLB stars such
as Chicago Cubs savior Kris Bryant and
Baltimore Orioles reliever Brian Matusz.
Additionally, the women's basketball
team has won 20-plus games in four
straight years and looks well on their way to
adding to that streak this season. There are
tremendously successful programs building
their legacies in every corner of Alcala Park.
Unfortunately, this winning tradition
has not translated into much recognition
from either students or local media.
The lack of significant media
coverage is easy to explain as a
consequence of the market the Toreros
play in. Lindsey is cognizant of the fact
that his team is not on the radar of most
San Diegans. When asked about the place
of Torero athletics in the world of San
Diego sports, Lindsey was brutally honest.
"List five
teams, and we're
probably fifth,"
Lindsey
said.
When it comes to college sports in
America's Finest City, the Aztecs are the
media darlings. SDSU football and men's
basketball have both managed to rise to
national prominence, and the school itself
has an unrivaled alumni base locally.
To put it in perspective, USD has
approximately 40,000 alumni living
in San Diego County.
San Diego
State can almost match that number
with their current enrollment alone.
Whether it's the Union-Tribune
or local sports radio, the media is
going to cater to bigger markets,
meaning more attention for SDSU and
less for the exploits of the Toreros.
The reaction from USD students,
however, is a little more troubling.
When asked about the issue of getting

"We're trying different things,
whether it's in-game promotions, crowd
themes, whatever we think might draw
more kids into the stands. Chargers and
Padres games have already proven that
selling sports in San Diego is a tough
thing to do, just because of the variety
of other activities that are available for

fans, but it's definitely something the
marketing team here has been focused on."
This is not to say that the sports
here at USD comprise an ideal athletic
program. There are obvious shortcomings
in
performance, especially
against
big-time West Coast programs such
as USC and UCLA, that continue
to hold the Toreros back as a whole.
Similarly
small-market
hoops
teams at Gonzaga and St. Mary's
have managed to reach far greater
heights than USD squads of years past.
Questions have even been raised
about the viability of the football program.
Despite its recent stretch of titles, some
wonder whether the money the team
absorbs traveling to conference games
in Indiana, Ohio, and Florida every year
would be better suited being used to
improve more visible sports on campus.
Provided the unprecedented ability of
athletics to market an entire university to
the masses and the already-limited budget
the department operates under, one could
see the argument for efficiency that this
suggested strategy of redistribution through
elimination is built around. However, that
is a debate better left for another day.
What is indisputable is the fact that,
for how accomplished Torero teams tend to
be, they are criminally underrated around
campus. As demonstrated by The Show at
SDSU, the effect a rambunctious student
section can have on games is unparalleled.
That environment should be brought to
the JCP, Fowler Park, and Torero Stadium.
Dozens of victories should be backed by a
sea of blue and white. As Ky Snyder notes,
this will be a process that needs trusting.
"Success is not a point in time,"
Snyder said. "But an arc of a journey."
Luckily for Torero fans, it would appear the
journey to the top is only just beginning.

USD Mortar Board
Selection tor 2016/1?

ARE YOU...

/ AN UNDERGRADUATE WITH AT LEAST 60 UNITS?
Y IN THE TOP 35'/i OF YOUR CLASS ACADEMICALLY?
• 2016/17 • Minimum Cum GPA to be determined in January
(2015/16 Minimum Cum GPA was 3,40)
/ EXPERIENCED IN SCHOLARSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND SERVICE?
If you meet these requirements, you are invited to apply for membership in the USD Alcala Chapter of
Mortar Board, the National College Senior Honor Society (established in 1918),
Applications will be emailed to academically eligible students the week of January 18,2016. If you meet
the above criteria and do not receive an email, please call (619) 2604720,
Note: the application will also be available on the USD Mortar Board website the week of January 18,2016,

www.sandiego.edu/mortarboard

COMPLETED APPLICATIONS APE DUE BY MONDAY, FEBRUARY S, 6.
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